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FE ounh by reaſon of a fubruſtich, puder and love of eaſe 

(the to (ardina { wices of my Confiratiee) I have 

SKIN. been alwaics averſe ana attion., . newer - but by ſtrong 

lan enforcement of duty andy 94vrur view.. eAnd 

"> thogh ] was never (0 [wel oe ed with ought I could 

Colne, exrer Jet [ay or do'.. a5 to think, it Worth 4 rebearſall, 

wa much leſs of publication,  efþectally in theſe Pamphlet- 

at ts not in its kind excellent tpi Pvt have I been 
aftrong deſire of ng 3g es our { olledpe hath lon 

groaued nnder, rauzedup out of m) dcarlingfFeſt , and ative Puwafuſt 

 #e/3,t4 appear 4 petitioner before you in = canſes of amr. cammon con- 

{eraptes! + + bn ab.which, though Weared. with the diſcomragement of con= 

uſtrations (Which pe. beth al all thoſe engaged with me ,. and others 

that Womld have otherwiſe cared.; into a reſolution of no more addreſſes) 


* nar camtdnuer I fit fill as 1t#l I rad made this one 49 moreand 
bn elf of this laſt partarience... 
maſcnline-birth was no ſooner ex the light in ; your preſence, 


4 48708 may well remember, by Doftor Seaman , whoſe preroga- 


8 F- - tie born to oppoſe, endeavoured to be ftifled With a. deluge of vulgar 


Ning i 5- to hu perſon, ambitious deſire of private promo= 
the eſtebliſht Layes and Government of the Vniverfity, from 


'\þ 3 wh | wy Petition Was I think, before your ſelves ſufficiently aſſerted ; 


frons eafuljer born away on the wings of common 
e, On ht IT, before you for its me I held 
omvenient.to ſend after them this particular memorial of that dayes pro- 
ings, that ſo 0 bis. Calmmnies, and this Narrative being both heard peak. 
7 Wethe Pros » Which 1 know never yet eſteemed me an enemy to 

02 the better enabled to proe atrue -94/+ AI 
being.convieced by ſome preſent at that debate,that what 
en teredtt one) it if publiſved, might poſſibly prove both a ſer- 
andincentive to (ome generous [pirits , to the contribution of 
pwagecher ARES" by'yow roſolved upon, _—_—_— 
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þ rs. 7:64 Conranar ervant to that publique end) but give way to their 

(omnſels, though putting gw ſlow Pex to = 4 great pennance. of extorting 
from my Weak,memory, and tranſcribing into a form fit for the Preſs, that 
rude draught of materials, I had prepared for this work,, together With an 
interſertion here and there of ſome few pertinencies in that tumultuary 
diſpute, either omitted or forgottex. 

I mnuſtconſeſt I expefed, that having theſtate of the Controverſie, and 
g- need then Was of determining it, f clearly laid open before you. 1. [n 

For Seamans great unWillingneſs ſo much as to anſwer whether he laid 
claimto a negative voice, 2. In his open diſcovery, when more preſzly 
to it, of his avowance and claim toit. 3. In a full and. ſatufaftory 
anſwer to-altthoſe Pleas he contd produce in juſtification of this claim;That 
a: Declaration of your ſenfes againſt his negative voice , with ſome certain 
proviſion againſt the' uſe of it for the future,Would have been the narroWeſt 
neſtelt of that dayes conſultation. 
/ further hoped that ſome Gentlemen of worth would ſo far have 
eſpouſed a (ommon Wealth quarrel,as that, if the abolition of the Maſters 
ſupremacy #1 calling-of meetings, and propoſing of queſtions at his o\vn plea- 
Sſwmremere not inthe ( ommitteespoWer,the matter being of a high and pub. 
Bqne concernment, ſhould have been ſpeedily reported to the bears pro- 
' wide:a remedy, 

But-I'Will not-make any fooliſh expeFtation of mine , a rule whereby to 

tndge of the reſolutions of iy Fen 

"That Order.you were pleaſed to make that day, of having 4 view taken 
efithe Statutes of the whole Univerſity, and every particular Colledge, was 
@noble and'a generous Reſolve;and to ſuffer your ſelves, from the repreſen- 
tniion of 4 particular places grievances to-be awakened into a poſitive atti- 
vity towards an univerſal reformation, was a thing- becoming men of en- 
Ierged ſpirits,and that: Archipoimenall power you are entruſted With. And 
inthat ſubſequent Order of thoſe Gentlemen of the Sub Committee, Dated 
Apeil-25, [cannot but with-all due reverence applaud their wiſe admit- 
tance of an intermixture of the experience of men beſt knowing in Colledge 
affairs with their own particular wiſdoms in this Refar mation : you gain- 
ing by this means a threefold advantage. 

Firſt, The due praiſe of your Honourable Condtfcent in not aſſerting us 
ro.onr beſt freedoms by an abſolnte-power, till there fir(t appear in onr ſelves 
4 diſliky of our former Metamorpheſis, and Willingneſs to be reſtored. 

Secondly, A true knowledge of the condition and temper of the Univer- 
fty in the Genius of «ts particular members , and hoW it ſtands affeted to 

the principles of freedom. And 
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And thirdly, Many conſiderable diſcoveries, which your ſelves out of the 
. bare Theory could never have made, of great ſubſerviency to the clearing 
of your underſtandings, not only in this point of freedome , but in all the 
other parts of your intended Reformation. 

Yet give me leave in my rough Northern Dialeft to preſent before you 

ſome grand obſtruttions, which as to our Colledge ( for 1 deſire not to in« 
termedale further ) may poſſibly hinder ſuch due concurrence as might 
juſtly be expetTed. 

T he firſt is the Maſter of the Colledges reſiding at London, Who though 
at that diſtance from his Charge, he ought to be lookt as as a non ſignifi- 
cant Cypher, yet hath he thereby opportunity , by hu great intereſt and ac- 
quaintance with many of your members, to caſt the prejudices of a private 
and partial information againſt whatſoever We ſhal preſent , eſpecially if 
intrenching upon hus prerogative. 

Secondly, Though himſelf ſhould ſit till and ſay nothing , yet his known 
Agent that grave Seigniour, Who ſtands alWaies at your elboW, and hath 
been permitted more then once tointermedale in our Colledge a ffairs, even 
in the time of your private debates, when We of the Colledge, who are moſt 
concerned. were commanded to withdraWw, and who, by the knowledge of 
Jour minds he thereupon pretends to, hath ſometimes attempted to deprave 
Jour Orders frym your ſenſe, recorded by your publike Officer, This man 
fill continuing in truſt and reſpe# with you, and [ believe oft intruding 
his alley into the penning of your Orders Parner but adminiſter us great 
ground of jealouſie , that our beſt endeavours are in danger to prove abor- 
tive, 

I ſpeak, not this without good ground, for when We had once at the be- 
ginning of theſe troubles a Petition to preſent to you ; a prudent man of our 
Society, Whoſe judgement we kneW concurred with us, didrefuſt to appear 
above: board upsn this very ground : Our Petition he ſaid was very juſt, 
and agreeable both to Reaſon, and the Colledge Statute, but the T ribe of 
Adoniram world be too ftrong for us. | 

A Gentleman being once to travel into France, took: with him araw 
(onntrey: fellow to Wait upon him ; the Gentleman being arrived at Paris, 
and ſome daies after, going to ſee the Court , his man was very inquiſitive 
of him to kno\y which Was the King: but being ſhewn him, would not be- 
tieve it was he, and gave this for his reaſon, T hat ſure the French were not 
ſuch fools, when they had among them as he knew well, a grave, able, and 
learned Councellonr ro make choice of (he meant a tall grim Switzet,with 
4 great head, and a long beard,which he had obſerved waiting at the Kings 
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+ "Gatt ) 10#0joll this Wify man; and make choice of a young youth of wet 


thirty year old to be their King. 

All the application F make of it is but this one ſober avilo, that you be+ 
ware of too much depretiating your ſelves, and your authority ; The being 
but thought.to Philippiſc, was once a great diſhononr to the famous Oracle, 

This reverend SWitzer is I aſſure you looks at as a great man, is adored 
by many, and fe I think, appear before you but ſacrifice ta him , at leaſt 
ne-noceat, and the old Proverb of our Chronicle begins to be again re- 
wembred; He that will England win, 

With Scotland mult firſt begin, 

1 knoW not whether this plain language muay diſpleaſe ſome, but I hope 
ſome indulgence will be granted to a poor Northern man, who hath not yet 
learned to ſpeak, ſmooth Engliſh. And beſides, it is more agreeable both to 
the rules of honeſty and your intereſt,that theſe things ſhould be declared to 

you, then whiſpered of you. But 1 forget my ſelf. 

T hat this mans finger (though your ſelves I am confident are not aware 
of it ) hath not been wanting to the penning of this Order, I do a little (uf. 
pet; Becauſe firſt, Only thoſe members of (olledges entruſted with the 
Government for the time being (Which I think, in moſt (olledges are only 
the Maſter and two Deans, and a Lettnrer or two) are here calledin th 

give their advice. Secondly, That maſculine expreſſion in your firſt Re. 
ſolve of reduring the Statutes to ſuch a ſtate as may render them moſt con. 
ducing to the advancement of thyFyutereſt of 4 Common. wealth, being in 
this latter Order left out, and inſttad thereof, they only commanded to con- 
ſoder What Statutes, &c. are prejudicial to the preſent Government : 
whereupon woſt men declining your intended ſenſe ( of which your firſt Re- 
ſolves rhe beſt Expoſitor ) Will probably confine their underſtandings ſole- 
ty to the Conſideration of the Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy , or 
ing of that natare, as fit to be aboliſhed, 
Thirdly, In our Colledge, thingh the Maſter and Deans, with the Le. 


Enrer (and Burſar in ſome caſes ) are ſolely roar _ _ executive 
of the governing power, yet u every member of the ſociety by onr Sta- 

uv; Jars x intrwfbac with the Legi Aative, *ap 
" Now there are lately: frve Fellows put in by Order of this Committee, 
who though none of them have yet attained the degree of Maſter of Arts, 
and ſo are nor yet men in an Univerſity account, yet muſt they ( being by 
al Orders made compleat FelloWps a year before their time)though 
ntterly ignorant of our Statutes, wnexperienced in Colledge affairs, and be= 
fodes, all birt ane of thens, by their ſeveral relations to the —_— met 
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devoted to his intereſt, bave equal Votes in this grand Tranſation With 
Ms Fl ancienteſt ſtanding and experience, Which muſt needs produce vaſt 
obſtruttions, and perhaps returns of contradiftory opinions before your Tri- 
bunal. eAnd theſe young lads opinions, being in the moſt material points, 
ſure to have the Maſters , either private or pnblike abettante, according 
to whoſe private inſtruttions they will aſſuredly a, 'tis not nneaſie to 
judge by former ſucceſſes what is like to be the event in this, 

Fourtbly, It being anlikely that you will finde in other Colledges, a nums« 
ber conſiderable to the major part to declare for any conſiderable mutation, 
Where no oppreſſive miſcarriage of their chief O fficer hath aWvakened them 
into a diſtaſte of their preſent abſolnte Monarchy ; its improbable our Col- 
w lying under ſuch diſcouragements Will adventure to he ſingular. 

ifthly, That whch is likely to prove the main obſtruttion of all, is mens 
jealouſies of thoſe hazards they may incur by a fruitleſs Declaration of 
their ſenſes in points tending to the advancement of a Commonwealth in- 
tereſt, yourſelves having not yet diclared your own ſenſes in favonr of the 
canſe of Liberty, hich makes ſome fear, that their profeſſion of ſome free 
principles may (though undoubtedly far from your honorable intentions ) 
prove in the event, but an aſſembling themſelves though baneſt men,to the 
fate of Baals Prieſts, I mean the rage of that Samaritan, Whoſe corrupt 
intereſt they oppoſe. 

But if your ſelves upon Whoſe countenances all men Will look as the 
magnetich Pole-ftars of their motion, Wonld but ſhew your ſelves (0 far 
propitions to the cauſe of Liberty ,as to paſs tut by way of earneſt,a previous 
Declaration of your ſenſes againſt the prer ogative of Peters Chair, Whoſe 
root lies already bare and disfaſtned by reaſons, axes and mattocks, and 
wants but one ſtroke of your authority to lay it level with the ground ; this 
wonld indeed give ſome inconragement to our fainting reſolutions. 

But if the redreſs of our grievance muſt be deferr 4till a perfeft new 
model 6b thoſe Statutes have waded through that infinitnde of almoſt 
inſuperable obſtruttions it Will meet With : ] cannot but look at our (auſe 
44 neer deſperate,or at leaſt ſhall of poor Peter houſe take up my Proverb, 
and ſay Dum conſulicur Rome, capitur Saguntum ; while help from our 
friends of the Roman Repmblick, is delaied, our Liberties are left as a 
prey ; and thoſe that appear'd for it, as aſcorn to the inſulting enemy, Who 
now having obtain'd bu Will in your ejettion of one eletted by the Preſident 
and Fellows ; of which you have an account annext to the latter end of this 
Relation, and his own Sizer a Londoner put by you into that Fellowſtip, 
though deſign'd by our Founder for a Northren man ; and having laſtly 


got 


ad — 
_ s 


s p 
2 > - 


PER7 
& 


ot this defiredadvantageofhaving this great controverſie left in ſtatu quo, 
Tang in that aw. 5 hangry Foot of the univerſal view, and Re 
mation of the great bedy of our Colledge and Vniverſitie Statutes(likg that 
-. ſouldier,, Who being told he muſt anſwer for ſome yards of cloth he had 
fnatch't out of a Merchants ſhop, at the day of Judgement, merrily re. 
torted;that might he have ſo long a day given him,he would take the whole 
piece) puts the evil day afar off 3 and as I hear impotently boaſts himſel 
your onely Favorite, and the Society as a deſpiſed handful, nt otherwiſe 
look't at then as a wy of dead ſtones, except When it ſhall pleaſe himſelf to 
animate us into a Fabrick. 

T his I can attribute to nothing ſo much 4s thoſe his Punick Ambuſca'ds 
whereWith be hath hitherto prevail'd againſt our more apert Roman Mili- 
tia; I mean thoſe ſecret whiſperings inal a, I fear into their ears, whom 
he hath free acceſs to, of his being the anthor of all their.eſſences in Peter- 
houſe, Who noW lift wp their heels againſt him, of a Faftion,and I knoW not 
what plat, to makg way for building up another mans promotion out of bis 
ruins ; Which gronndleſs, ſcandals, lying perhaps as a prepoſſeſſion in many 
mens belief, cannot but prove a heavy obſtruttion in their way Who have 
done, or ſhall further appear his adverſaries. | 

But I hope you Will in time conſider how uſual a ſtratagem it hath al.- 
wayes been of tyrants, to defile thoſe that appear d. for Reformation with 
ſuch like ſlanders. | 

'  eAnd when Truths Story comes to be told into your other ear, which 1 
hope is reſerv'd empty for us the Fellows ; theſe daughters of Falſhood will 
hide their faces, and vaniſh into nothing. I could my ſelf with a little more 
of your patience retlifie your judgements of thoſe prejudices, Were 1 ſure 
there were need of it. - 

But [ have detained you too long. 

Be pleaſed to accept of theſe Remonſtrances, which, leſt the Publicati- 
ou might be miſinterpreted an appeal to others; I cravethe boldneſs to De. 
dicate in all humility to your ſelves, not doubting, but that that candid and 
favourable attention of yours, Which honor'd their firſt privater birth, will 
.not deny ts propitious influence upon this their more publick produttion. 

And that you Will every Way approve your ſelves anſwerably to that 
honorable Stile you bear, The Committee for Reformation, #4 the confi 
dence, And will alwayes be the Prayer of | 

Your meaneſt Servant, 
\ 


Ch. Hotham. 
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To my moſt dear and ever honoured friends , the 
Fellows of Peter-houle in ( ambridge. 


Gentlemen of our ancient Society, 


"EEZ7SBd. Hen I caſt my eye upon your experienced great 


| d Wi d) {Þ. worth, and the unparallel'd happineſs I have long 
S. >&/&> enjoyed in my converſes with yon , 1 cannot but 
> (5 &/ (& wiſh my ſelfable to ereR ſome laſting monumenr, 
P\ / \VYPEYy whereon to engrave my deep ſenſe of both to 
Fd AD. FA perpetuity, 
F, Buc my (hort power ſinking ſo infinitely beneath 

my own delire, and your deſert, I am enforced ra- 
ther then be altogether unfruitfull, co preſent you with this barren 
Eſſay of my endeavours for our common freedom : which coming now 
to ſee the publike light, is (next to our generall Proteors, to whoſe 
Honourable inſpeRion over us, we mult needs ſay, we owe our preſer- 
vation ) deyoted to your ſervice and acceptance. 

I know. you will a little wonder ar this opener appearance of this 
Petition and Argument, which I think you never looked I would have 
been ſo adventurous as to have ſuffered to ſee ſo much light as it did in 
your view before the Committee. 

For, to appear againſt the intereſt of a man ſo generally befriended, 
by ſome upon point of ancient acquaintance, opinion of his holineſs ; 
by others upon his high merit in the ſeceſſion from his former princi. 

les and party he was a head of ,to an abſolute complyance with the 
fironget ſword, cyento a preaching up the preſent powers Authority, 
out 


out of the vary ſame Texts and Principles which were formerly made 
uſe of by\theRegabBParaſires, ro ef; thar-blind obedience we all 
declared and:fought 2gainft;for a meer ſervant of ptineiples to contend 
againſt a ſerver of times, ſuch a good loyall fubje, and-perfeRtookvf - 
Stare, that hath like the complying Knight of old , .confelt even Boors 
and Spurs and all , and reſolyed all his former ſtiffe principles into that 
one of a ſupple, ſervile obediefice to the ſtrongeſt ſword, was , I know 
both you and all men clſe will ſay, a deſperate artempt, and more ſme]. | 
ing of juvenile heat, then a ſedate wiſdom. - | 

I confeſs, if my love of Juſtice, and honourable eſteem of our Judges . 
integrity-had not been much ſtronger then any humane hopes of ſuc- 
ceſs, 1 had never imployed my endeavours upon fo improbable an ad- 
venture. / 

Bur you know my profeſt principle hath alwaies been , that a true 
Chriſtians motions ſhould be guided by that one ſingle internall princi- 
ple of righteouſneſs, thit where duty cals co ation, there our work is 
fimply cocontribuce an endeavour, leaving ſucceſſes to him that is Lord 
of all That that man is not worthy the name of a Chriſtian,nor fic to 
be arrinſtrument of any remarkable good, that will not prodigally: ad- 
venture the loſs of his repute, as well as labour in miſcarrizges, for the 
- poſſible liſhment of a righteous end. 

Whereupon ſome of you may poſſibly remember, thas when we were 
uponthat firſt atrempt of petitioning the Commirree againſt che Maſters 
man, being made F of our Colledge , and the intruſion of young 
Ladvinto the Colledge-government, thonghT both owned and cordi- 
ally joyned with you in thoſe (I think ) juſt requeſts, yet I alwares ſaid 
we were thus far comparatively unjuſt; in thar we unbecomingly ſpenc 
our pains in hewing ar a few excrementitfous branches, and drd not ra- 
ther lay the Ax to the root of the tree, iz. the Maſter himfelf, and his 
nfarped prerogative, who! Gaying us our right of ckRions,had been 
the crue original of all choſe miſchicts. 

For as for thoſe youngſters, they having no truſt apon them to the 
contrary, if they did a little over-cagerly their own promotion, 
it was but a private error, aſin of their age, rather then judgement. 

But for Door Seamara Patriatchiall pretender to Religton,and en: 
ecaſted with the Patronage of the Colledge rights, to berray them and 
ns to his own corrupt deſtgn'of new modeMing the Colledge,and mold. 
ing up a party devetedto his own ends, was in him an unpardonable 

MF tranſgrel. 


' tranſgreflion, and inus efpecially , who had appeared againſt k(fer of 
fenders, not altogether cxculable to ſuffer it without endeavouring a 
remedy. | 

Dat veniam Corvs, vexat cenſura Columbas. 


But you perhaps not thinking fit to engage againſt an intereſt appa- 
rently roo ſtrong for us, or deſilting upon other reaſons beſt known to 
your wiſdoms, | thought fit however to acquit my ſelf from the blame 
of my own Conſcience by my ſingle engagement againſt that deſtruQive 
prerogative, which I was the rather willing to do upon my owa (ingle 
adventure, becauſe if I prevailed,the Community would be a gainer ; if 
not, the loſs of labour, and the diſrepute was only my own. 

Beſides, I was ſure you were all throughly perſwaded of my ſouls 


candor in the attempt, and thar none of thoſe by.reſpeRts our Malig- , 


nant and ungodly Maſter charged me with, but only the publike good 
was my ſole and fincere aym,both in this and other tranſations, wheres» 
in | have appeared croſs co his deſigns. And fo whatever error I might 
commit in the management of chis affair, I promiſed my felf from you, 
whoſe cenſure I only valued, an eafie pardon, 

Yet in all this proſecution of our cauſe of hberty , you ſee I havehi- 
therto ated with ſuch cenderneſs ro him1Ioppofſed , asto aym only at 
the removall of his hurtfull prerogative, not tus perſon : but ſeeing he 
hath to his former miſcarriages added this Capicall eranſgreflion, of 
ſeeking to caſt a publike diſgrace upon the Pretident and whole Socie- 
ty, whoſe honour and immunities he was bound co defend,” I hope it 
will not be thought injuſtice if that perſonall charge againit him(which 
if produced before, would have come in only as a needleſs ſupernume- 
rary motive to the enforcement of my Petition ) being reſerved as yer 
intire, be in its due time, when ſome formalities yet wanting (hall be 
ready, produced againſt him to his amotion. 

And if it ſhould ever be our good hap to diſcharge our ſelyes of ſo 
unneceſſary 2 burthen, I ſee for my own part no reaſon why the King, 
Office in Peter- Houſe may not well be aboliſhed , and he who ſhall a: 
Preſident be eleRed yearly co ſupply the place, content himſelf for his 
pains with the ſtipend allowed by the Founder, and ſo the State become 
exonerated of the charge of that augmentation. 

Nor do I ſee why we ſhould diſtruſt thar Government in our Corpo- 
ration , of which all the SRITIOI throughout the whole Nation 

2 have 


have fuch ample experience, eſpecially we having found by a-more then. 
ſix years experience of our own, that all the good:ends of Governmene 
have been atrained with us by a Preſident and Felfows in the Maſters. 
abſence, much þetrer then in his preſence. 

Yet I ſpeak not this at all in relation to other Colledges, whoſe 
Conſtitution may be different from ours, and who have perhaps found 
great benefix redounding to their Communities from their ſeverall. 
Maſters vigilamcy and faithfulneſs to the common intereſt, 

But Thope the Maſter of our Colledge will be ſo wiſe in his genera- 
tion, as to cut oft the Clue from theſe remote deſigns, by making uſe of 
that old Statute, de promets, together.with that preſent intereſt he hath 
in many members of the honourable Committee, to rid me firſt out of 
his way; a thing moſt of you know he hath oft chreatned me with , bur 
could never yerby ſuch means get me to bate him one Ace of my open 

oppoſition to his deſigns, where my judgement engaged me to ir. 
© I know moreover-what obſtruRions he is able to lay in my way 
(without once being ſeen in it himſelf ) whenſoever I (hall come to. 
lay claim to my Zancafrire inheritance , but it is my reſolution, God 
willing, to go on as juſtice ſhall call, ſtraight forward, without looking 
aſide either to the right hand, or tothe lefr. 

Nor ſhall the hazard either of fly fellowſhip, or five or fix hundred 
pounds a year to boot , deter me from doing ought wherein I may ad- 
vance a publike good, with reſpeR co that worthy Society, to whom I 
(hall,wtulc 1 enjoy life, endeavour to approve my ſelf 


A moſt affeRionate 
and faithfull Servant, 


Ch. Hothaw. 


Viceſmo Oftavo Februarii. 1648. 
- An A& of the Commons of England 


in Parliament aſſembled, for removing Ob- 
ſtructions in the proceedings of rhe Common- 
Councel of the City of London. 


Þe Commons of England in Parliament aſſembled,vo enact 
and 93dain, and be it enacted and ozdained by the Authozity 
afozeſaid, that in all times fo come, the Lozd Paioz of the 
ſaid City of London, ſo often, and af ſach time as any ten oz moze of 
the Common-Councel-men do by wzitingunder their hands, requeſf 
9; deſire him thereunfo, ſhall ſummon, aCemble,and hold a Commons 
Touncel. And if at any time, being ſo required 02 teſired, he ſhall fail 
therein, then the ten perſons, oz moze, making ſuch requeff oz deſtre, 
tall have power, and are hereby authoztzed by writing under their 
hand fo ſummon, oz cauſe to be ſummoned to the ſaiv Councel, the 
members belonging thereunto, in as ample manner as the Lozd 
MPaioz himſelf uſually hath done. And that the members appearing 
upon the ſame ſummons, being of the number of fozty, oz moze, ſhall 
- become a Common-Councel,' And that each Dfficer, whoſe duty if 
ſhall be to warn in, and ſummon the members of the ſaid Conncel, 
hall perfozm the ſame from time to time, upen the Warrant oz 
Command of ten perſons oz moze ſo, ſo authozized as afozeſaid, 
Amvitis further enacted and ozdained by Authozity afozeſaid, thaf 
in every Common-Coun:el hereafter to be aſſembled, the Lozd 
; Paſo2 ofthe ſaid City foz the time being, 02 in his abſence ſuch Locum 
tenens as he ſhall appoint, and in default thereof, the eldeſt Alderman 
pzeſent, if any be, andfo2 want ofſach Alderman, oz in caſe of his neg- 
tec, o2 refuſal therein, then any other perſon, member of fhe ſaid 
Councel, whom the Commons preſent in the ſaio Councel ſhall 
chuſe, hall be from fime to fime Pzeſident oz Chair-man of the ſaid 
Councel, and fhall cauſe andſuffer all things offered fo, 02 pzopoſed in 
the ſaid Councel,to be fairly and o2derly debated, put to the Nueſtion, 
Uoted and determined in and by the _ Councel, as the matoz part: 
3 of 
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* ofthe members pzeſent in the ſaid Councelſhall deſtre, oz think fit ; 
and in overy Uote which thall paſs, and in-the other pzocevings of the 
ſaid Councel, neither the 02d Paioz noz Aldermen, topat 02 ſepe- 
rote, ſhall hzbve any negative oz diſtinct Uoyce 02 Uote,otherwi'e then 
and among, and ag partefthe reſt of the members of th? ſaid 
Councel ; and in the ſame manner as the other members have : And 
that the abſence and withozawing of the Lozd Pato? o2 Alvermen 
from the ſaiv Councel,ſhal not ſtop o2 pzeiuvice the pzoc@dings of the 
faid Councel. And that xvery Common-Touncel whioh ſhall be held 
in the City of London ſhall fit and continue ſo long as the maio2 part 
of the Councel ſhall think fit, and ſhall not be diſſulved oz 
but by, and accozding fo the ozder.o2 conſent of the maio2part of the 
ſame Councsl. Aud that ail the Uotes and Acts of the ſaid Commons 
»which was help 13, Januaciilaft, a(ter the departure of the 
aio2 from the. 
th 


L92d 2 from the ſame Counſel, Andalſo all Uefes and Ag2 of 
> 0.04 Frente fo be held, ſhall be from time fo 
time duly Regiſtred as th2 Wotes and Acts of the ſaid Conncel have 
oe tina that every Dfitecr Dhich thall Uta ths nn 
a ad 
p poodargy 44) wy angry fo fie chaſen by the ſaid Coancel, and 
hall have ſuch reaſonable allowance 02 ſalary foz his pains 9nd (er- 
vice therein, as:the CaunceL hall think fit. And thaf every ſuch Df- 
ficer ſhall attend the ſalty Common-Coun:ol : Andthat all Us and 
Reco2ds, E Regiſter-Books bolouging fo the faid City, ſhall beoxtant 
fo be peruſed aud ſearched into by every Citizen of the ſaid City, 
in- the pzeſence of the Dfficer who ſhall have the charge of keping 
thereof, who is hereby required to abtend foz the ſame purpoſe. 
Hen. Scobel Cler. Parliament. 


—_— 
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: Errata. - 
reface to the Committee, page 1.1ine ult,read reſo/v'd. p.,3l,16.r. And 1 fwrther,ohc 
p-3-l.23-r alloy. Book. p-3-1.26.r. ſome time. 
| 33.r. mneonveniences-l, 34-1, Maſter.p. 5.l. Pa 7 qe r. particulars, p. 11.1.3. 
rhe only ſound &%.p.1 2.1-2.r. liking. and |.15.r.beſo underſtood p 13.1.23-r.07 Proffors. 
p.14-l.25. r. in aliquo-p.19.1.16.r.an equivocal brood out of corrupt manners. p.21.l,2.r, 
arduis.and :6,dele new.p.22 1. 4;dele-when.l.11 r, [yſtem'd up,evc.p.23 l.5.r. Societies, 
Pp. 24,1.10,rconjuntim. p. 25.1. 2, 3. ſo much p,27.4.3..0bflinacy, 
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To the Honorable, the Committee for - 
Reformation of the Un1ivERSITIES, 


The Humble Petition of Charls Hotham, Fellow 
of Peter- Houſe in Cambridge. 


Sheweth, 


PINS Hat whereas in all Societies of men incorporate, great 
MN evils do u/nally ariſe from the too exorbitant power 
WIN of their chief Officer, not annually elefted to his 
Truſt ; the ſad experience whereof owr Colledge 
hath of latefelt, the Maſter aſſuming to himſelf, 
Fs or his Preſident (if preſent ) the ſole power of Con- 
—— C wocating and diſſolving of publike Meetings, and 
| YG propoſing of Lneſtions at his own pleaſure ; and 
ſometimes reſuſing to att according to the determination of the major part 
and all this onely for Want of our Fomnders ſufficiently expreſſing bis 
winde in a Statute of our Colledge ; Wherein he Wills, that the Maſter 
ſhould in the Arduons affairs of the Colledge, conſult with the Fellows in 
Common, and ſtand to the determination of the Major and ſounder part, 
bus bath throngh the uncertainty of the laſt expreſſion, left a gap open to 
the exerciſe of an Arbitrary power; and beſides conſtitmted no penalty to the 
Mafter at any time, npon ſiniſter ends, refufing to do his duty in that kind, 
wor provides the Colledge of any Way for Peg of Meetings, or making 
1d 


of Ats in form valid, Without his, or his Preſidents concurrence. 

And ſeeing the Parliament hath always adjudged this untimitted power 
in the ſupream Officer of the Nation, of a dangerous and deſtruitive na- 
ture to the Weal Publike, and hath further proceeded ſo far, as te reſtrain 
the ſame inthe City of London, Where yet the danger is not ſo great, as 
1n0wr [maller Corporation, their chief Officer being annually changeable, 
and new elefted to his Truſt : but onrs, one and the ſame during the Whole 
term of his life. 

May it therefore pleaſe this Honorable Committee, for prevention of 
future miſchiefs, and for Cantion that this root of Corruption left in 
one of the ancienteſt Fountains of youths education do not ſpread ous 

its pernitious branches to gangrene the whole Nation, To Ordain, 


That from henceforth the Maſter ſpall not aſſume to himſelf, or his 
Preſident, 


NIE Wn; germ 


' Preſident, ſuch an exorbitant power, but that he or his Preſident, or the 
Senior Fellow of thoſe preſent at home, ſhall at any time, wpon the deſire of 
two of the ſeven Senior Fellows, left with him in writing under their 
hands, call a meeting at ſome ſeaſonable time,Within 48. hours after their 
deſire (o fognified ; and ſhall at that, and all other meetings propoſe to the 
Socitty ſuch queſtions as the Major part ſpall think fit, and not diſſolve 4- 
ny meeting without conſent of the major part ; And laſtly, ſhall notaſſume to 
himſelf any Negative or diſtin voyce,otherWiſe then as one member of the 
Aſſembly ,and in the ſame manner as other members have,but ſhall accord. 
ing to the duty of hus place, duly and Without delay put in execution the de- 
termination of the ſaid Major part,and all thus to be eſt abliſht under aſuf- 
ficzent = » the Wart of which is the greateſt encouragement to mortal 
men to offend: And that in caſe the Maſter or hu 'Prefident ,or Senior Fel- 
low then preſent, ſhall refuſe upon ſuch deſire of two of the Seniors,as aboves 

[aid.te call ameeting, then they themſelues to be authoriſed to call a meet- 
ing; and ſuch of the Fellows as ſhal meet upon their ſummons,if there be 4- 
bove ſeven then at home,to be impowred to chuſe a Preſident for that time, 
and to be a Colledge Aſſembly to all intents and purpoſes ; And What ſhall 
paſs in ſuch Aſſembly ſo (onvecated by,the Senior Fellow of thoſe preſent 
at home,or the two Seniors above-ſaid,go be reputed an Att of the Colledge, 
as valid as if the ſame meeting had been convocated by the Maſter or his 
Js 1 ap : And becauſe great inconvenience may oft inſue by the Maſter 

his m__n——_ beth abſent together, our Statutes baving in ſuch 
caſe provi d the Colledge f no Governor in chief. Tour Petitioner doth 
further pray, That it may be ordaived, 

That in caſe the Maſter and his Preſident, ſhall be both abſent, That 

then the Senior- Fellow of thoſe preſent at home, may till the Maſters, 

or bis Prefidents return, be impowred as Preſident, to all intents and 
purpoſes, as if be Were by the Maſter nominated, and appointed to 
that Office. 


And your Petitioner, with the Whole Colledge, 
delivered from the oppreſſions and uſurpations of 
an eArbitrary power, by the Wiſdom oy ice of 
this Honorable Committee , Shall ever pray, 

ah | 


This 


Fr” 


EXERT f 3" # 
- -» This Petition was firſt node] and read before the. Commit- 
' tee March 27: at which time DoQor Seaman urg'd that this con- 
troverſie would concern the whole Univerſity, and therfore.was 
unfit to be ſingled out alone , but rather ſhould fall in with the 
confiderationof the whole bulk{of the Colledge, and Uniyerfty 
Statutes now under conſideration of the Committee of Viſitors 
at-Cambridge; but the Committee then looking at this as a di. 
latory ſubterfuge accepted of the Petition; aſlign'd a day. for tx 
king it into further conſideration, granting me ſummons for ſuch 
; of the Society as I deſfir'd for Witneſſes in caſe of necd; The Ma-+ 
. ter baving the like liberty co n9minate whom. he pleas'd, bue 
Pitch'd upon none. This was the Order, 


CHMarch 29. 1651. 
At the (ommittee for Reformation of the Univerſtier. 
Of; , that the Petition of M.Charles Hotham Fellow of Pe- 
A_Fter Houſe in the Univerſity of Cambridge, this day preſented 
to this Committeegbe taken into conſideration on this day ſormnight, 
that Dr. Francius, M.Clerk, M:Brock, and M: Sams ſenior , Fet- 
lowes 4 the [aid Houſe, doin perſon attend this Committee, to in- 
form this Gommittee of what they kyow concerning the matter of the 


ſaid Prtition, and that in the mann time the' Maſter and Fellowes of. 


the ſaid Honſe have a copie of the ſaid Petition if they think, fit. 
| & James Chaloner. 

On the day appointed, being April 10. being defirous to have 
the cauſe heard ard full a:Committee as might be, I attended 
Fometime in the/Hall with this following Petition tor a, revivall 


= 


 ;of the buliveſle. 


* To the honourable Committee for Reformation of the Univerſities, 
» -.1..7 he bumble Petition of Charles Hotham Fellow of Peter- Houſe, 


1: Sheweth, {raider , z 
r\Peritioner on the 27.0f March laſt paſt ha- 


x; Aurop whereas yol 

2A ving repreſented: ro this bonourable Committee. the great 
:zinanvemencies redounding to that Colledge, of which he is a 
-.»member, from:ube t00, exorbitant, power exerciſed by the Nx. of 
- he Laid: Glletige,, $07.want of. ous, Founders. ſuffigient declarat- 
% 0n of his mind in a Statute, wherein be wile that, the Maltsr 


Ga [] 


ox comman, and ſtand 


pait:Bor the more full 
nero 'witich' Srapuves ,- your Petitienes-did- 


ray, Thar ſuch remedies .as were in-thas Petition ſpecies 
og be ordained bythe wifdow-of this Honourable Com- 


we? on Febick: defire ofyvec Petitioner , it was then ardered, 

that fai& Preizion ſhonld'be caken-into conſideration on thar 

, and that Dr. Travfticws, Mr. {Zeb Mr. Brock, and 

owes of the faid Collkedge,(hould be requiredto at- 

tend here in perſon, to inform:this Hogourable Committee what 

ſhould be thought requiſite concerning the matter of the ſaid Pe- 
ON.. 


No e Petitignes doth humbly pray , that this 
 Nomplrantzeepovn Fejigh fon he GN ng (and che 
her 6 tf 6: . were Tn Got being 
4 rea 40, bony the pleaſure of this Ho- 

@mmiti at,the. ſaid Petition wy be a have 77s 
his 


qus GB AFREORGL bs heard to make 
wr calop,or witneſs, hi na- 
gt 


6; and your Petitiong Ne 

&tx.honnd, Lip rl flity await ſuch ſentence 
bal op hearing of all | me concerned ve. a- 
mn by the wiſdom and juſtice of this Honourable 

WA " "Qommitree. | 
| eHad foaltever-pray, cc. 

L But this ſhort Peettioniproi/Guketeſs; for tiny former; large 
Ds my_ ng d * we ng any motion of mine, aod-much 

Qation. 

n —_— xthe i elayſc of the, Petitian was ſcarce.read;DoRor 
Seamas interpos'da motion, that the further reading of it might 
be ſuſpended, till a private buſineſs, -which he ſaid was the true 
original of all theſe commorions,wers fift/heard:So the; Petition 

was-at his rotion faid-afide;and-che private buſineſs firſt brought 

"upon the ſtage: .the-iflue of which, Falling: out ſtrangely-to his 
pertent/che Committee was made believethis was: the ſubſtance 
of the ent there necded 'now no fartherhearing 
of the publick Ferition. . 


Now . 


- _—__ do 
M0 


PORTO 178 | | þ MESSE - 
Now as for thyt private baſiacls, ſeeing |he hath chriſtened ie 
with the name ofpublick, I have at the latter end of this Narra- 
tive made it publick for his ſake, 
. But nothing diſcourag'd with this unexpeRedevent of that 
diſpute,l wentin again co the Committee,inform'd anoble Gen. 


tleman there preſent, I bad a Petition there of great concern- 


ment, which I defired might be read, and my ſelf heard ſpeak to 
it.So.at his motion the Petition was reſum'd, 

After 'twas xead, Dr. Seaman, I think, firlt ſpake ſomething to 
it ; but to whar effeR, I have utterly forgotten, and ſhall be glad 
to be remembred of it by himſelf, 

When he had done ſpeaking, I moy'd the Committee that for 
laying a clear foundation, whereupon to ground thedebate, he 
might be askt rhe queſtion , Whether ke laid claim-to a negative 
yoyce,or nat, . 

His anſwer was, firſt, that he did not deſire to anſwer to any 
queſtion,till commanded roitby the Committee; but pawſing a 
-while,and perceiving by a general ſ:lence of all the members, that 

amore full anſwer was expeRted,He till ſubtilly declining an an- 
» ſwer to the queſtion, cells chem we had many forts of Colledge- 
meetings; that the Maſter was ſometimes to conſult with the 
Deans onely,ſometimes with 5 or6 of the Seniors ; but in the 
arduous affairs of the Colledge, he was to conſult with the Fel- 
lows in common,and to ſtand co the judgment of the major part. 
This now ſecm'd at firſt view,a clear acknowledgment of his be- 
ing bound up in the major part,in meetings of the whole Society 
preſent. | 

And any man, not acquainted with his methods, would have 
. thought the controverſic had been at an end,and that the Door 
. was (candal'd in my ſo much as intimating that he had laid claim 

.to a negative voyce. 

But as twill appear he meant nothing leſs For firſt,though he 
acknowledged himſelf bound in ard#5s to conſult the Fellows in 
common,yer nothing appear'd,but that he ſkill reſery'd the judg- 
. ment of that erdvity as a prerogative Within his own breaſt, ſo 

thar the Socicty for meetings,though never ſo much needed, mult 
depend upon his royall pleaſure,which was one of the chief grie- 

vances,againlt which a remedy was petition'd for, 
C2 Secondly, 


_— 


"$032, S / 


- 


Wye! d, Ks SIR"? oo þ 90 
.: | Seodndly ,' norwichſtendiog hi 


g acknowledgment of 


if tied by the-majoy pitt; Fer beingFurther urg?d to declare 
a : Whetherhe did not from thar addition Petrie in-our Sti- 


theſobnftce; pare; chdllenpe'ro himſelf x deciſive judgment . 
whith was thie ſounder part; "To as that he might judge the lefler 
part che ſounger,and be thereupon abſol\'d from ſtanding to the 
| judgment-of the major parti, he-conld then keep himſelf in the 
dirkneſs no Jonger, -buv product two Starutes forhisnegative 
pyce-*: The one, 'cxte onely to-the-prodf of his negarive 
| Yoycedverthe ewo Deagswaraninterpteterion'ryade a hundred 
- and fifty years,or more, after the firſt compiling of our Starares, 
If theſe words;* Henk'f 4/1quit ex Statuto fir dterminandum per 
*t Magiſtram, '&' Dacanosrqpcerniens cornm officia, ' f Magifter 
© (olleyi:; net D:tanorums aliguid devreverint, flabit pro rato, 
&« & duo Decani decreverint,&, Magiſter Collegii non conceſſerit, pro 
_ 6 ul habt at wr; b 30600 TH -t && | 


«ami ur quiibu cung,, neciſſaris requirendia'eft Magiſtri five Pre- 
- - conſenſus." $4: Lf þ 


of appearing,” more then by the ſame Commiſſioners, who re- 
view'd our'Colledg-Statttes ; which as far as I knew,there was as 
gogd ground to believe were confirm'd by Parliament, as thoſe 
of the Univerſity, 

He further added, that that which I charg'd as a fanlt upon 


him, 


% 


_. 


Go Ov 
iz.the relying upon his own wiſdom, I was chiefly guilty of 
it my ſelf, it preferring # Petition of my own head, withoutfirſt 
asking the- advice. and confent of theFellows,who did riot appear 
any way t6 own'it : to all which-allegations of his,”. my anſwer, 
diretedto the Chairman of the Committee, was as followes, 


SIR 
I acknowledg it may to this-graveAſſembly ſeem ſtrange, & per- 
I haps fomething ſmelling of preſamprion, that ina bufineſs 
whi the good of the wholeColledg is pretended to,one man 


- onely ſhould app:arto own it ,& he neither the firſt nor ſecond 


Senior of the Colledge, nor yet publickly employed by the So- 
ciety for the making of ſuch atcempt :-- But I hope if the high 
conſequence of the matter'preſented, and greatneſs of the per- 
ſon,or rather intereſt ro be oppoſed, and how unwilling men of 
rudent and ſuffering ſpirits have always been to engage them- 
Ives in high conteſts,and how loath modeſt men are to ask that 
which they think may-probably be denied them, be well conſide- 
redthis wonder will ſoon'ceafe. And to take away the impu- 
tation of prefumprion,T have onely this to ſay, that had I known 
' of any man that would haye taken upon kim this task, I ſhould 
-moſt willingly,according to that mans direcions, either have ſit- 
ten ſtill, or ſeconded him in the meaneſt of ſervices tending to 
the adyancement of this cauſe. But I knew of none, and bMdes, 
had; above the reſt of the SocictyJthele ſpeciall engagements ob. 

liging me to thisendeavour. 
© x, Firſtat the time of my preſenting the Petition , I was one 


--, of the Deans of the Colſtdge, an Officer intruſted by the Fonnd- 


er, not onely as an aſſiſtant tothe Malter in the Colledge- Go- 
vernment,but likewiſe as one of the Ephori of Sparta,a Superviſor 
and Cenſor of his ations in ſome caſes, to admonith him, if need 
were,and in caſe of his obſtinate ſtanding out againſt admoniri- 
ons,to complain of him to a Superiour Juſtice. 

Secondly, our Colledge-ſtatute requires every member of the 
Colledge;even after his departure, (much more during his abode) 
that in way of a grateful acknowledgment of that much good he 
hath received there, he (ſhould endeavour the preſervation of the 


Colledge-rights to the utmoſt of his power, 


Now + 


"»:; 9 
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Pref orriges Cerro 


Gapperr hot) an IT 20 it (though the nvanies where- 
GALPane and my” coming'now. inf MOEE PEEULAT MEN+ 
ner ,- caſt of providence, to partake of the good 
feuits of his bonaty 3 Theld it a dodble (54-Ar 208 upon n+ to 2 
performance of this clauſe of our Statute,by endeavouring ſome- 
| whac-which poſterity might reap the benehr of 5; which being ar 
proſenr not.inacapacityto dopby gift df Lands, or any con Ly 
able fam of Mancy,sll-Lhad left within my power, was _ 
appcar here asthe Col ſervans, in the vindication o 
_ common-liberties,theo w ich,ingenuous ſpirits know not a one 
xr es Earth, 
yo 'Tis a aghing well-known to all] have ever converſt 
| Thaveever ſince the firſk beginning of theſe civil! wars, 
—— inthe moſt hazardous times, when the genexality.eyen 
ofche py mann iaclinable ro 3 dafeRien, been to 
mppocr ability, and in "_—_ ſphere» 2 zealous affertor of 
che Navions liberty, a the prerogative ofzhe ſupreme Offi- 
cer of State,then in: War: _ > - And thezefore,ifupon the 
fame principle I now ſhew my (elf moge then o5dinarily forward 
in aflecting che liberties of one partieMlac Common-wealth, a- 
goiglt 2 pacalicleyravey ; Ihope my boldneſs will find the ealier 


| | This have been 0 necedicacedes premiſe, in anſwer to choſe e- 
| vill ſurmiſes which you hear haye been xais'd, and objefted, as of 
great coi ſequence hericle of the Peritiov, and more 
mighebe added ; but feeing this Commimec hath been ſo juſt and 
ns net all 7p of perſons,to coke the matter ic 
ſelf intq your. —_ ay nliderations, LihalLoow wholly apply my 
feif coche ma 

. The Petition is rms but may, in /umme, be reduc'tito theſe 
two heads... 

Firſt, a Pecamble conſiſting of a Coneatenation of divers mo- 
tives for enforcement of the Petition, 

Secondly, The Prayer of the Petigign ic (elf, 

TheMorwes are many,and of great weight. 

You have in them, | 


AS. ee. on Se ts. 2 @& _ 


if Birks 2 genen!h Popoſon oro great mich 


F 


iefs which the. 
commoeexperience ofall ages,pfaces, ard Nations geaches-us do 
arifte-from thechicf Officer of any Corporations being intruſted 
with 2 power ditiact from, and ſuperior to thatofthe-commy- 


» 


nity: *Figboeh the true charaRteriſticallbad ge of lavery; and the 


chief fomenter of jealanſies and contentions: For wherefoever 
tis ſo;there's alwayes'a particular incerelt of the governing pow- 
er fer up diftiact from, and moſt what contrary to, that of the 
Publike, then which nothing can be more deftrudtive to the wel- 


fare of any'Community:: the truthof which Maxime we have 


had a feeling/proof in the ſad ſeries:-6f thoſe. evills. which have 
krely ſprong up in-chis Natiomfrom-theclaime and exerciſe of 
this power'by the chief Officer of Engl ands great Corpuration ; 

*Fwas that which had like/fick ro have pluag'd us into-the deprh 
of ſlavery, and did afterwards ingage us in abloudy war, theju- 
ſticv of which war-cav-never be ſolidly maintained by the-a(ſerr- 
ersof a/Negative Voice. For:my own part.,. this-was to- me the. 
great convincing argument-of the Scots apoltaſte from their firlt 

principles, and from the canſe.they-were with us ingagtd in,when 

I faw them imcheir Manifeſts plead. ſo.ogenly for: the upholding 
of this great branch, or rather ſtock,aad. bulk ir ſelf. of. the royall: 


| Precogative, 


-:. 2 You have forconfirmation of this truth theyjudgment of 
thowholc Repreſentative of England, and-thoſe that have moſb 
cordially-appear*'d with them in this-cauſe, eſpecially of che now: 
ingi\power, which bath:always declared. this power.in the 


| Kio go a moſt dangerous and deſctruQtive nature to the weale: 


ike,and inconfiſtent with the Nations freedom; And the Ar- 
my'in particular, when we were not yet attained to that wile-and 
generous refolutiop of removing the Kingly Office as well as his 
Beeſdn, didin-their-grand Remonſtrance propound'it as a necel- 
ſary caution for the ſecurement of our Liberties, that wholoever 
ſhould, upon theremovall of the late King, be admitced, chough 
but by election, to ſucceed him, ſhould before his admiſſion dif- 
avow- all iclaimto a Negative Voice. 

3: You have preſented to-your view a more particular decla» 
ration of this preſent. Parliameatsjudgment in this point, in re- 
ference to:.& particulac Corporation ; Thoſe evills ar 

whole. 


Pn a ar. theteEs'8 crltihll 


_rieed:; .evfiwons 


«© "ry v4 


herthe City of :Zo»dow felr- the ſame pangs of the ſame 
Gage ſame foontain of corruption: the. chief 


that powerin his own -Co 
riti which himſelFayith 


had declar'd and fought aqotald 
ig the fupreme Officer of 'the Nation; wherupon this:Parliament 
was pleas*d to removethar prerogative, ;and /provide them this 
very way no ns d for, of atingas afree Body in caſe of 
chief Officers concurrence. 

Nag The'fourth motive hambly propounded toycur conſide- 
rition isthe great miſchicfs which have 'redounded ito our. ſmall 
1 from the exerciſe of :this- Arbitrary power by. our 
chief Officer: -Bat of 'rhis theme , -becaule 'cis very large , and 
will need much meg of proofs and examination of Wit- 
neſſes,'Lſhall'trear, if need be; in the laſt-place. | 
-"51"Thefifrh, -nd that the moſt generally-conyincing motive 
6f alifis from onr locall Stature which I.read'ro-yougyhen I was 
re ary «pag Committee, which: runs in theſe words. 

quod 4 pluribur queritur, facilins invenitar ,. et conſu- 
c nie bo Tod Sapion, Onmia cunt conſilio fac, & minime panitebir : 
0, ne com ardnua dom emprſerive negotia, 1M a- 

Flier oo Capitoie ſte prodentie imitatur, ſed omnes Scholares convo- 
et, \ emerſa iegotia exponat eiſdem, &- ſnper his qutrat conſi li- 
*p/ , new ſenioruns; ſed juvenum, com dover juniors 
© Dries aliquotieriquod now [eniori : ſed ſi in unam conyeniant. ſe- 
2 Vaeorylarck quidew fv are, where rue omyryy etiaw &- 

anos. 0 O07 97G 

FRE mui in fee our Lawgiver FR Meniavck higwill; 51 that the 
flinot prefer his private wiſdom: before-the. wiſdom of 
the whole of major part 'of the Society: and b handed proeced- I* 
fihis witttan tmputarion of headinefſe:and maſhiefier One- ___ 
poling'the confciende-of thar'Oarh which the Maſtes was IF 
W rake #t hisadmiliion would bee a fufficient/tie- ra a ſtxit 4 
performance of his will;chought,ir needlefſe to eſcabliſh bis law | 
by any penalty , or to point-us out a'way/of acting without him, 
which is the YefeR we now deſire: -aſapply of. - 
Inthoſe times, when:a plan, honeſt;;afid conſcjentious Gmpli- 
city bore {way-in mens hearts, and wickedneſſe;wasnort ſoinge- 
nious 


—_ 


12 


”” _Gous as it hath fince proved in'our times,” a few rules ſufficed to 
Preſerve tighteouſnels andpeace amongſt men: The Laws were - 
then (as the Moſfical Law) like thoſe wide-window'd Nets our - 


vational Stathtes preſcribe for higdering the deſtruRtion of the, 
oung fry of fiſh : bur aftexwards the corruption, of mans nature! 
ianing out ir {elf to ſuch'a ſubwhry as ro: find-eafie Evaſion , 
throngh thoſe ſpacious grates,”twas found neccflary iryevery age” 
to'make an intertexture of new threds, and-crofs bats forthe in-; 
tangling of thoſe ſubriller Offenders : Now therefore this which: 
ispropounded unto you being of this'natare, not (purtly.a new: 
Law, but only 4 new way laid down (agreeable to what the wiſ- 
1 of Parliament had preſcrib'd.in'a; page! caſe):for:the mare 
re and effeQualiexecution- of the ofd- eſtabliſhed Law of our: 


Founder, ought' in reaſon tofind the eaſier admicrance, ; !. ;/ 1; 


7 - Olly there is one ObjeRtion or two-of ſome weight which,L, 


* miiſktrave thepatience of this honourable Aſſembly, -ro give me 


leaye to diſcuſs, for the fuller clearing of all doubts, which may 


- pfrplex the queſtion. | 


4 
f 


« 
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- 


- Caſes, x! qr lane bf Now- therefore if the /Malter refuſe the 
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-" Theficſt is, chat our Founder; where he ſaith the Maſter muſt 
wumero flare wajori, adds | etians & ſaniors, | whence ſome may 
rhaps infer, that 'tis- left /to the Maſter to judg which is the 
under part; and fo if he relinquiſh the major part, and follow 
their advice whom he judgeth thaſounder part, he tranſgreflerh 


- not; But char this was an expoſition far from our Lawgivers 
| Miition, Thall-demoditrateby theſe Reaſons. -- [934 
**® Firſt,” It's apparentithe Founder intended this, Statute mainly 


$84'proviſion againſt the Maſters ſel&-wiſdom, upon which he 


major; arid adhere'ro'the minor parr,only becauſe in his jadgment 
the foimder;he does in cif rely upon his own-prudence, which 

or Fouhder forbids. oo hg og he 
by; If the jadgment-of the founder part be left to the 
"the word xx4jors may as oft.as he pleaſes be made ameer 


* norefignificant Cipher. If the Maſter propound a buſineſs to the 


ol 
1 


number of Fellows;whictis fourteen, & can get but two or 


mw ee (then which nothing is mote cafie)to ſide with him, be may 
—_eattfiofe few menthe on! fyound men of the Socicty,all-che other 


reror twelve ſhall be eſteemed as faRtious or frantick, becauſe 
ir advice not ſuiting with his ends;;. and ſo that oblewee 
| rr Wor 


| mjori, nh aler and bener flew into its in 
e ſodrack, So ſhall the Maſter contrary to the Founders will 
ne her: mere and ſupream Lord. 


word fades] Dale ns " 5 lean Kine, ſwallow 
Ts i 


d'r; 7 to 2 poſing, not vyoycing, in which they 

with the Maſters OE their advice re« 

th ſeorn,and rhemſchres difmilled with infumy, as Crack- 

for GIS ouncten to of contradigion 
after 10 the corrent of this Statute, and 
.comrexrace of the ſentence ir/ ſelf, the word faniors 

- butiseither a mecr word of formality, or 

fayahe moſt, was added as #'Provi/e, where 'ewas impoſ- 
ro derer! hich was the major part, aswhere the-num- 
Yows bf boch fides was equally divided char there rhe 
'enclive > that pats- which. be thould judg the 


te ard aA nora K all areference to 
ie Maſher that "twat rather a meer word of form |, 
PEP, thoke times, will appear ſeveral. 


| vtbsSrataog, abere-our Founder; trear- 

to rwoief out Fellows to travel, thuf- 

6 Maker and 41tinro'one pack, and ſays char they 
he Miter and Fellows, of the major and founder part of them, 
papa be ares 2k hkeenſe., Hig words are theſe, Nos 


'& Stholariburyerofta- . 


X & 
"ſavy - ern, nas, FEr boa = _ G Lye 
= eter kite rrp mkachens by _—_ fo jd 

Mere you dots 2s/ 0ne man. with the 
ſt of the Society + The expreffion- runs nor; 23 i0 ſome Statures, 


48 ſultber part but anaor & /avior 
EEE founder part of the 
| Fellowes put cogether: fo the Malter being here ode 


"he cruth of this affection, 1 appeal not only co thoſe of our S9- 


.. ec have long refided as 
” -andco Dottor Seaman himſcif, if be has cen ſo many Congre- 


. _ 
__ 2. 


Cr3) | 
aparty in the Scrutiny, is incapuble of beings Judge in the ſame; 
and therefare in all probability the word ings Jorge, Ifaill, put 
in bytheFounder only a2 word of cougſe, a meer /pnoninga, an 
exprefſionafieed by the gravity of thoſe times in which he live; 
::» And Further, that this 8.00. bare conjeAure of mine , bar «c 
ther 4 froth evidenced wich us by experience of all times, the firſt 
of all che Yaiverſiry Statutes entituled:De modo ftatnend:i, which 
] have here copied out of che Prakters book, will make it very 


vident. 

9 - That De wodo flatuends runs thas: 
© Anthoritate totims Vifiverſst atia wiped ag tam Regon- 

* tin quan non Regentinns, ordinatun ef, 3 in ftatnondis reb 4 

Co negoetics wiilitatens communens difte Vniverſtatis convoruenti- 


<« bur ſolumilund pre Statute babearur, quod de conſenſ# 146eric 
 [anioris. partir ditterum Regentinw, & de conſen,# non Regentiuns 


\{rerit devretuns per Statniam. 
"AnTThere beee ready to ueeif aecd be,a ſufficient number 


of preſidents hewing the obſervation of this Stature in ſevera}l 


from time to rime, all which beac the ſtile of the major 
d ſounder part of Regents and Non-Regents: yer the con- 


 Haor:renour of ous Univerlity proceedings witneſſes that the ma- 
Jorand ſounder part were never look'd at as two diſtiaft noti- 
gn, and left to the VicechanceHors and Profters diſcretion to 


derermine of but that the major part was alwayes (andas I can 
prove by another Statute ought to be)adjudged the ſounderand 
wharſocver was decreed by the major number of voices, paſt al- 
forar a of the Yniverfity withour exception, And for 


ery » . Men of great Randi here preſent, but to all chat c- 
, Maſters of Actin the Univerſity : yea 


1005 25-t0 make him #comperent witnefle in this matter. 


»-++$0 the advantage of that expreſſion for the aſſumption of a 


we voice being now I hopecleary remov d, I (ball procced 


tothe laſt 0bjeRion urg'd, and chiefly relied upon by the Maſter, 
;which is, chatche Vaiyerlity Seatuce allowes all Maſters of Cal- 


a negative VOICE, 


+: FheStature for your memories ſake I ſhall again rehearſe, 
s, 


D 2 © I'n 


k by =oy' enerat 
oletevery 

; #.o Anja Faro) fvery 
parcicular Starutes'of Cuſtoms 


\&s appcdnvbyte la iclauſe of 'a Srathte 
Collegnons' 


i | ®; wow! retipieniass which Scatvte 
| = tacionay} ardfic-to have $ binding power 


[8 4" 
ef a) vel he Univerſity chink fit tb paſs it without chis 
idioval $alvs,N?4, Mtdnlinius per preſens Starumnm, Starutss, 
fo | v} cabeviſg, Colle'g iorum, in atind 
terogtre©- Norv it tir meaning by this Deere 'Statuice ro:de- 
£ ughtfromthe'Starures,Conſtitutions, and other Com- 
arricutir Colledges: | 

- *Beſides, "it hath formerly been the: declared Qpiniowof ſome. 
xc wilelt of dur Univerſicy,>rhur the Vice-chancelisr, who is 
*inthe'Govetnmenc of 'the Univerſity,© canrior 

exercidehis JurifdiRtion within'the Walls of a privare Colledg. 
*Nowit! ſcem#irrational:ro rhink char the Univeffity Stacures 
(Kowld Chim a Power paramount ro the local Statures of thoſe 
plutes)4hete yer-the ehicf Otheer enrruſtet with the execurion 
of thoſe Laws ae lay claihy co'this ſupremacy, can find no en- 


Trance.. 
| 2, Our 


OY 


ILaw,Phy 


i. ſ 18: 
-:2. OurColleds Statute is of, a Pj ancienterſtanding then'this 


* Univerſity Statute-;, aud. therefore though this ofithe Univerſity 


ſeems co.thwart it, y<t-being-made without any clauſe of a ox 
obftavitey, the;Colledg Statute lies unrepealed,, and;therefore in 
full foree,cſptcially,our Colledg Statutes, being revis'd and con- 
fGcmed at:theſame.time with the Univerſity Statutes, and by the 
ſame Viſitors, as I ſhall, -if it be: thought. needful, . make ir ap- 


PCAſ. Ris ; ; , 

3+ This Scatuee is.none of our ancient Statutes of ithe Univer- 
fity,: but one: of .yery: late ſtandipg,. ngagcienter then the tenth 
year of Queen E!.za/erhs Raign, tor in all our Statures- till that 
time(as Lam well able to ſay, having lately.fearcbed the ProRtors 
book to: that.purpoſe) there appears no-faottep of it ; nay not. 
in the firſt new,modebof our Statutes whigh;was made prime Eli- 
zabetke;Fox ourReformers being then but newly come out gf the 
farnace of the Marian perſecution, were not yet mounted:to.that 

ight.of ambirion :, but, abouc ten years after. growing warmer 


and fatter-in their great preferments,the Heads, of Colledges did 


its likely upon plea , that our Univerlity-ſtatutes were not e- 


- , rough refin'd from Popery, & that new Diſcaſes ſtood in need of 


new;Remedies,got a reviyall of the commiſſion-grantedformerly 
wo Elzebetbe ſor anather.new modelling of theq, in which 


/ though for pomps ſake the Commiſſioners -appointed for- that 
* workwere:ſome of them , as Cecil, Cook, and; Haddon: of the 


ns privy Councel ; .yet..the reſt. of them being DoRors of 
| ick, and Divinity, and two of them Divinity Profeſſors 
of the Univerſity, no-man that is not;blind, and knows not how 


- lictle leiſure thole greater Stateſmen had to labyrinth their brains 


with all the tedious a»fre&xs of, that Theory, but will bay that 


| . the main Engines. and the very,both prima & ſecunda mobilia in 


isJaft new Model were the Heads ot Colledges alone;and they, 
ving now gotten this ample power into their own hands, did, 
together with the publick Reformation, 'cunningly interweave 
their own priyate advancement ; and in purging us of Popery, 


| . Cid, like thoſe Medicamenta maledifia, emunge the body of the 


Univeafity of ſome of their moſt eſſeatiall. and fundamenall-pri- 


viledges ; 
As for example, IF 
c 


: ——_ -— 
—— -- 
>.< 


LEES. Ab 


y deſic'd to hav A eded nominating ſome. 
ſte pronto preg ere" then they : were 
conn rwo 6 pounenced, as. they 


+depriv'd the Body 
fi my tarmes; which be- 
t extePe nh The mprrtono! Sues of 
in od of the Vain ; buc inzbienew Modell, the b 


Motor y of. it incite to themſelves. 
miſt of we 


ef n= np op every MTS 
yoire(for tathin g, de it neveeſojul or nec weanks: com- | 
on20Q09 Ie Sens, rip beſo much as propoun- 
led tot I a fws f bir gaor xke gireg his 
dT date, If duct one of. theſe deny, 
pro: ; the concarring voices of- the Vice - 
the orher four wi *: no wan) che. <5 


i ant 
| = Conceſſion ne ofall patures: f hare nog: 


th any one. ' 
ineafurs.of theit injquiry,they did ! like- 
wile as mack 2s inthem lay, defraud thoſe Societies, where the 
Founders had incicht chem with that unvaluable treature,of their 

precious 


- 


(19) 
precious lidertics ; and with theie ſpoyls , ſarrific'd to their own 
ambition, made every Maſter of a ge an abfolure-Monarch, 


and the Societies their Vaſſals. 
+ This miſerably were the paor Fellows of Colledges deluded 


zad q ed ; but to complain was no boot. 45 
— md Srrkgy weoyomemnrty and ſuch was the re- 


yerendefteem had of chem there, that to have ſpoken ought in- 
| derogation of them,or theirproceedings, would have been deem- 


ed blaſphemy, bur \— rs frm one of no higher condirion, then 
2 Fellow of a Colledge to have ai 'd in publick in his Ruſſer. 
Coar againſt theſe grand filken Rabbies,had been to have expos'd 
himſelf only eo laughter or ruine: | .. 
- But the Court>prerogative,the root of all theſe oppreſſions be- 
ing now dig*'d up,theſe -excrementitious branches will, I hope, be 
thought fit to be removet with it : befides nature teaches us har 
each evillis beſt cured by irs contrary : therefore it having been 
hidopenclearly before you, how the Monarchs connivence at 
the fraud and corruption of its Repreſentatives was the cauſe of 
this di mutation. We hope for cure from the vigilante 
fincericy of our trac Republical-Magiſtrates, by the anulment, if 
need be,of that Starure,' and reſtaucation of each Colledge to at 


teaſt thar ancient wholefome (*ref5-0f Liberty it was created in. 


by its firſt Founder. 
"Iſpeak not this to caſt any the leaſt prejudice upon that good 
work of Reformation in Religion, ' for which-I cannot bur ſay 


- the Nation owes much thanks to the endeavours of all thoſe Re» 
' vercad Divines,thar were ſo happy inſtraments init. But we ſee 


the experience of that proverbnl lentence, Nulum maguum in- 
w.t wires kd in/avie. The beſt of men are but men. This 


. whole World, and che hearc of every man in it,is nought elſe but 


x Champaigne,where good and cvill, light and darkneſs, contend 
for vidory ; and fo where God hath » 4 ron the Devill will 
ere his Chappecl as a Fort to lay battery againſt it. Soin all Re- 
formations the greateſt inſtruments in it will alwayes- (if they be 
not by themſelves, or others narrowly look't to) carry on ſome 
defign of their own private, an attendantar leaſt, if nor corrivall 


to that of the publick.Befides-we know how ihe people of God,. 


who 


&6- iedd hamiticy 6fve Phinn; and 

Red Sea; 4 ng, arr, p and fin 
| ro 5 God their $liverer, weft obſcrv'd afterwards upon 
prot $0 have-forgotren God; ro have! waxen fat and 
ETD 
in the ormation 
e tbe CA ern Abigon in obſtru-. 

9000 ge raging | 

« i653 not ooh xr 


| USdefre to benoderiiood; n 6 "Y inecnd an \the 
ofblame-ypos thoſe reverend Gcatlemen and Mi- 
niſters.che rotck Heads of Colledges/in- 0ur' Univerſity, for as 
+10'procuring of choſe incroachments,1o neither 
wi of; have they ever made ilufe of that power __ 
IEEE 
are I't op'of,rae tf Faire 
jonof Scatutes within themſelves; and 'there was a 
th 00a Ree nſed/itwith applauſe ,- in-that-excel- 
tentancergiretation of out: Univerſity Oaths, whereby mens con - 
Or ery penal ſtzxtute; were 
$4 m9e4rgntrt Age did not aflume to 
| r6 «4/4-a; og of-the CY the 
honour of levitin this grievance. 
Lee ferro! 
1oNay thi this muſt needs ſag,tothg hotiour of all-thoſe: Heads. of 
Coliedges;cxeeptourown, that I tonceive iis nothing bar 
pea crrieggie their ſeveral charges, which 
ixchacauſe.thatinone of the Univerſity: (-none having the like 
icularcaaſe-of. complaint) appear-asyet in this cauſe to. de- 
hur doe pron $againſt;Lyranny,-petition'd-for :in.our webry 
ledge;Far'tianot evils:in- wſo,chbughofghe neareſt-probabilit 
bar; choſen 4+.that ſir upiche generabty ofmeit tor av 
orof remedics,- In ocher Colledges'where the Maſters have by 
ſtatuce.arcuſtomea negative voyce,” yer 'they haye choſen rather 
to.wave ſametimes.their. own. not intereſt onely, but judgment 
toozthen, make uſe of it;and in the; or 8 tp emer of queltions 
to be ſwayed by the-publick ccaſon oftheir Sptieties: | - + - 
M 


And 


> 
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'. "Andif our Head had behayd LI with the like candor and 
moderation in his truſt you had nor I think been troubled with theie 
tedious. diſputes at this day : but, our Head though , as you bave 
heard, denyed a negative voice by our Law-giver , will yer uſurp it, 
propoiinding onely | what he pleates himſelf, and after the vore palt, 
following his own, not the common prudence of the Society, as ſhall 
be amply proved ( if need be) in its proper place. Beſides, we ba- 
ying in the general courſe of this mans Government , oblery'd no- 
thing of a publike Spiric, ayming at the common good, but rather a 
conſfant tenor of cloſe difſimulation and greedy intentiyeneſs upon 
all advantages of not onely holding faſt in every punRtillo , but ad- 
yancing ſtill further,the grand intereſt of his power and profit 3; and 
that as far as humane wit could gueſs of mans heart by its fruits, the 
two great poles of his whole reyolucion were dominion and cove- 
touſnets (of which upon many ſiniſter dealings of his , there's not 
three men of all our Society that haye been the conſtant obſeryers 
ef his Colledge-tranfactions this ſeayen years but have at one time or 
other expreſt their deep m——_— this is that has occaſion'd this 
extraordinary. petition for a juſt reltraint of this exorbitancy of an 
aflum'd power within thoſe bounds our Law-givers wiſdom had 
preſcribed-to it, with ſome concurrent helps for the ſurer execution 
of his declared will : © Ex mals moribus orte ſunt bone leges. 
"Tis the greateſt gory of good magiltrates, that they can, in imitati- 
on of him whoſe image they bear , bring forth good out of evil, 
light outof darkneſs ; and like the Sun in the Firmament , produce 
ood Laws out of an equivocal brood of corrupt manners. 

Theſe things I thought tt convenient by way of diyerfion to ſug- 
geſt, not that the caule ftands in need of it , bur onely to open your 
eys, that you might ſee how this Antichriſtian myftery of the nega- 
tive voice degan its working bertimes, eyen neer the A poltolick dayes 
of Reformation. 

For to the very letter of the Statute as it Rands, I am not without 
2 very fatisfRtory anſiver, 

For it ſays nor poſitively, that all Conceſſions, EleRions, &c.ſhall 
be Null which want the PreteRts conſent - bur thatin all Elections, 
Conceſſions. &c. the Prefes conſent is neceſſarily to be required. 
Now we know that that word is of the ſame nature with Poſtule in 
Latin, and fo implies rather that the PreteRts conſeat is ro be required 

| E 


of 


efthimdejwre) axwright, adfWe d-a0 1148 of gract, asf the 


- Soxieries\cottent wichoughi' to ret were of no force, 
> Andchis:anfiwer in theſe cin/all Starutes-ought to-be in- 
rerpiieted ir favour of liberty, as they were formerly in fayour of Pre- 
rogative; "might! alone ſuffice. - But Iſhall add' another of'tmore 
convincing eyidence- ; Which is this. 
S 


-* That granting the-inrent of this Statute was to make the Maſters 
conſent ry ingredient; tothe compolition-of each EleQzon 
or:Conceſſion}- &5.7yer it; ablolye'them nor from that obliging 
power which liesupon-them-by- any. of their local Statures ro conſent 
to'what is adyis'd by the major part ofi their Societies, but thar-by 
refulal:ofiſveticonfenc” they incur: the guilt of! perjury and breach of 
_ . traſt orfuchiorher penalty as their Founders providence hath allotted 
for the eftabliſhiment of that Law; and'therefore this obligation» ro 
coulent' retaining fill-in full force , ſuppoſes in the major part- the 
PrefeRscogſent legally-inyoly'd and included. | 
- Avro compare the greater with our ſmaller controverſies; theKings 
' conſent was always ſuppos'd to be legally Int. vote 
oven of thermoſt petit Tribunal. much more of the grand: Judicatory” 
of the whole/Nation', though never ſomuch perionally. diflenting a: 
- whichr principle hath/been always efteem'd one-of che main pillars of 
our eauſe upon'which'alone-we might lay-the whole ftrels of not one- 
lythejuſticeand/lawfulndls: but even legality of our war. But this 
mar who noidoubt hath more then once with our once-Brethren- of 
Scotland vored theKing a man of blood,and "guilty of all the blood-: 
ſhed of this war; for eadeayourirg bur to aflert this power ts him= 
- ſelf (though: far more fayoured by the the ftanding Laws” of :the 
Taq at:that time, then with us by-our Statute) yet hath not {cru 
todo the famiething himlelf, both in his particular practice ig/ 
the Colledge, and by his appearance here with all his intereſtand wit 
to maintain this prerogative. 
* © Buttoreturn to the point. 
This:point-having been fully clear'd upto you out of out local 
Sratute+: that our Maſter is bound to conſent to the vote of the ma- 
_ jor- part, that: expreſſion of' the Univerſity-Statuce wiltnow I hope 
create no prejudice, 
And this anfwer: may likewiſe ſatisfie another argument for the 
negative yoice;; which may poſſibly be drawn from our Statute- of 
Elections, which requires Conſenſwm Hagiftrizcy majors partis 


ſecrorun 
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ſoerirnw and; fore others wurinigg in the ſame rain. For the true 
ſence of that Statute: de ardine berg nowlully clear'd, makes it-ap» 

-parcnt} that in the content of the major-part of the Society, the 'Ma» 
ltersconfeng-glways is or ought £0 be included, 

And now having I hope removed all doubts and objeAtions,I ſhall 
now-defire leave to ipeak a word tomy (ixth motive for. granting my 
Petition, viz. the danger left this root of corruption left.among us, 
ſhould hence ſpread it ſelf gain to infeft the whole Nation. This 
1 confeſs may ſeem ar fult Gght bur a meer flouriſh of Rhetorick, or 
far-fercht ſtrain of melancholy ; but I ſhall make it appear, there's 
much of reality in the aſſertion. 

'Tisan humour you all know the molt of mankind are much inci- 
dent to, to labour the promorion and propagation of the forms, opi- 
nions, and cultomes of thoſe places where they live, eſpecially where 
they have been train'd up in their younger years ; and therefore ir 
wasthe policy of the contrivers of our former Government (as know- 
ing that that Goyernment could neyer be durable. which had not its 

imageſtampt upon the peoples aftetions) to ſet up che image of that 
aniverial Goyernment of the State in every petty combination of men. 
Hence as a reflected image of the then-pretenc Goyernment by: King 
-and\Councel, King and Lords, or King and Parliament, was fet up 
thar Government of Corporations-by Maior and Aldermen, Dean & 
Chapter;Maſter and Fellows;and in Corporaticn;;Mafters and War- 
dens of particular Companies; all which were nothing but the general 
frame of the State-Government contracted as.to the matter onely into 
a narrower compatls ;: and this was that that fixt the love of Monar- 
lofaſt in the affc&tions of molt Corporations, that had it not been 
*that the King had diſpleated ſome of the greateſt of them by hard im- 
{poſitions upon them in way of their Trade, and withall ler looſe his 
Biſhops to exerciſe their tyranny in trampling upon the faces of their 
-xeverenc'd Miriſters, they had neyer been brought off todraw ſword 
againſt their Procorype ; and after they had done it, its obleryable 
-how prone the great ones among them were often to defection, and 
'how: zealous in ſhewing their diſtaſte at the remoyall of that great 
-Idol ; of all which the King was yery {agaciouſly ſenſible in the be- 
Pooing of theſe wars, when in a mo of histo part with the Mi- 
itiz upon ſome proviſoes, yet would by no means conſent to take the 
{Militia's of Corporations out of their own hands : yet were not the 
-Chizfs ofthoſe Clnpemncion fuch po images of Monarchy, as 
2 Ours, 


— ER "= 
— —_ - — 


Cee =o... hy 
,ouss, either for power, or durance , thoſe were indeed but ſhadows 
of-itz bur ours, in regard of their continuance in truſt during the term 
of their lives, were its living images,wanting nothm but an eſtabliſh» 
ment of it in their , wich yet bid fair for too, when 
inthat new Elizabeth-Reformation:; wherein they did in a poſitive 
inhibition of Fellows from Marriage handſomely imply a leaye in- 
dulg'd to themlclyes. 
tit may be ſome will look at this Argument as a great Maller 
lifted 2h kill a Fly : Our Corporations you will fay are ſmall, and 
inconfideraþle, a meer Synedrion of young Youths, or handfulls of 
poor contemplative men fylteem'd up for Orders fake into the form 
ofa Corporation ; what good or ill can redound from thele co the 
Whole Nation ? | 
-- But Iſhall eafily make this appear to be a miſptifion,and that there 
Will be more and greater danger from. negle& to remedy this evil in 
_ ſmaller bodies, then from the moſt populous City of the whole 
ation. # 
For our Corporations, though but ſmall-in bulk, are like thoſe 
grains of Muſtard-ſeed. our Saviour ſpeaks of, of a yaſt, comprehen- 
Ive, and multiplying capacity. The members of thoſe gregz Corpo- 
' rations aremen it's true of abler purſes, and ſtronger bodies for the 
preſent ' State-ſervice ; but their abilities are confin'd all within the 
narrow bounds of their own territoty ; but ours are Seminaries of 
able wits which are ſent to us from all parts ofthe Nation, in the yery 
i; "oo .rrhmyees from the ſlavery —- the Ferula — 
iberty, at the firſt putting on of their conſidering caps, t ein 
as yet abraſe rabuls, booth tables, prepar'd to vs M6 os thoke 
tinRures of good.or bad principles.; with which imprefſions ſtamp 
ypon them, they Ahrveartd fhvead themſelves into every corner and 
quarter, to leayen the whole Nation. No man educated among us, 
but goes away inſttuRted for ſome publike' truſt but is in capacity, 
to be an Abraham, a Father of many Nations. 
Therefore it concerns you yery-deeply, who defire not by arms on- 
ly; but by principles, to root-up Regalirty, and mold the Nation-into 
a true Commonyealth-frame; to pull down (by taking awayits de- 
ſruQive power) this image of it in theſe Fountains of Youths educa- 
tion, leſt the youth of the Nation coming in their ſouls choiceſt: preg- 
nancy todrink of our waters, enamour'd of that idoll, conceive- and 


bring 
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ſelves bave yet in our Colledge ſome ſhadoyzs left) chat not the War- 
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bring forth its Antitype, as heir male to their ſtrongeſt affeRions and 
endeayors, to be promoted again to its lolt inheritance, when time and 
opportunity ſhall ſerve. 

And for the ſame reaſon does it deeply concern you to take ſpe- 
cial care of the Society of Colledges, and not give away Fellowſhips, 
being you ſee places, though of ſmall profir, yer of high truſt to eyery 
Degger that comes to you with a formal Certificate,much leſs to con- 

r 


ſe high truſts upon Samaricars and meer ſlaviſh compliers, bur 
eſpecially to render their precious liberties as the apple of your eye, to 
which nothing can be more inconſiſtent, then a negative yoyce plac'd 
in any one man ; for ler any of the Society approve himlelt never fo 
active and induſtrious in promoting the Colledge good, and with his 


utmoſt pains and $kill train up his Pupils to the molt eminent pro- 


. ficiency in piety and learning, yet if he will not flatter, and fawn, 


crowch and cringe, and comply with this one great Monarch, eyento 
a betraying of the common Freedome to his corr:pt ends of 
pride or coyetouſnels, he liyes an unſerviceable man, and al choſe edu- 
cated under his charge are pur intoan impoſſibility of ever attaining 
that preferment their deſerts (hall make them capable of. Though 
the dale community, or far greater part, judge them worthy of it, 
one mans on placet ſhall blaſt all : and how great a __— 
this will be everfto ſome not diſ-ingenuous men (being not willing to 
expole thoſe under their truſt to contempt and beggery) to worſhip 


. the Image of thatgreat beaſt, I leaye to your wiſdoms to judge ; as 


likewiſe, whether tuch an impreffion of {layery fixt upon the {pirirs of 
Fellows of Colledges, be not like toimprels its counterteir upon thoſe 
educated under their truſt, and by their means upon the g:earelt part 
of the Nation. 

Another motive giue me leave to preſent you. with , which 
though omitted in my Petition. is of great conſequence, being drawn 
from the principles of univertal reaton,which will {ay,that every parti- 
cular mans intereſt of the Society being every way equal tothat of the 
Maſter, nay in ſome reſpects tar greater, (for the Maſter is but one 
fingle perſon ; but every Fellow haying pupils under his charge, is a 
kind of Corporation by himſelf) 'tis a thing contrary ro common ſenſe 
that his one yoyce ſhould be laid in the balance to oOyerlway the ma= 
Jor pat of the Society. 

There was once a cuſtome in. ſom? Corporations ( of which our 


den: 


"Yen or Maſter Jags tho wire Lava Society had urtiega - 
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tivewoyce; whith-aponith®very ground; 45 contrary to-the common 
Law of the Land, 4 to BIT Reaſon, was taKenaway byarAft 


G +> of 'Patliament; 33;7H.28:'onely] corccive-in tendernels to the Pre- 


rogitives of Monarchy, rach fayour'd ch?oughout the whole body of 


_enroLaws, the" Statare was'fo 'pen'd ,'that'the Maior, Maſter or 


_ had his Negative left him ; bur _ rem no Monarchy, 
whoſeptiviledots we ought to be render:of; and there's every way the 
famerrcaton nay peg. deyeſting the fingle-Warden of his Ne- 


: patvexthenfor'taking ir away from ſo many mernbers conjunGtiye, as 
- may amnountto neer the half of the Society. 


| One word more Idefire to add-as am inforcement of my Pecition , 
hat 6f-all:MaRters of Colledges in the Town, there's leaft reaton the 


| MaſterofourColledge ſhould clatm to himſelf ths rage Preroga- 


tiveof a Negative yoyce, for the whole burden of the Colledge-go- 
wertirnenthath for'all cheteſeyenyeacs layed wholly upon the ſhoul- 
-ders ofthe Preſident and Fellows. 

The Mifter hath held hisplace now for about ſeyen years, yet he 
harh'neyer once thar Fknow of reſided-among us for fix weeks; na 
net'one moneth; ſeldome aboye a fortnight together at one time ; ha 
ſeldome or never yiſited 'us, but eirher when he was neceffitated to it, 
'cicher'to-ſupply his courſe in the Univerſny-Church, or to audit oar 
Accoms,'and receive his money > All his ſhort vifits put cogether 
tor; this hole ſeven years, will nor mount to -one 'years continu- 
'@NCE.” : 

\For which prodigious abſence of his from his change. all he can ſay . 
4s onely his'being Benefic'd in London, or an Aflembly-man, or that 

he hath been employed in Colledge-affairs. 

' > Now for Cotledge-affairs,” in rhoſe we havegir's true,made ſome 
ſmall-uſe'of his being at Londoxr/but never impow'red him tor reſide 
at London forthat purpoſe; nor was there-need; for nothing was ever 
dohe by him, which a common 'Sollicicer for a ſmall fee would noc 
have petformedas well, or berter; eſpecially being tufficienrly furniſhe 
witt'his inſtruRions or Lerters/to Councel at Law, or ſuch greac 
men as were to haye addreſſes made to them in cafes of need. 

And for his Benefice and Afſembly-man-ſhip, there's no reaſon ei- 
ther of them ſhould be a proteRtion to ſave him from an Arretb for 
that debt of Reſidence he owes the Colledge, from whence he bas had 
ſo conſiderable ſubſiſtence ; for one of them-being a place (by com- 


mon 
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mon fame-)-of one, if notewo- hundred-paunds 2-year, the other of 
four ſhillings a day, it. ſeems nor very reaſonable, that one (6 again(t 
Pluralities, ſhould enjoy the revenue of all three places, and bear the 
burden but of two.. For hehath- all this time of his diſconcinuance 
laid in a manner the whole burden of his Colledge-Office upon the 
Preſidents back.nat allowing him for his pains ſo much as one-peny. 

Befides,it may be anſwered that all the other Maſters of Colledges, 
who yet were many of them Afſembly-men as well as he, have been 
far more conſtant continuers at their retpeRive charges , and-have 
ſome of them as I think relinquith't conſiderable Benefices they were 
poſſeſt of: otherwhere , that they might the more ſolely attend their 
charges at Cambridge : And I'm ſure ours hath not wanted-all the 
encouragement We could give him to enable him toit, having out of- 
our commen po conniv'd ever fince our coming tothe Colledge- 
at his taking a double portion of our Dividend though neither allow- 
ed him by our Scarute. norany conſtant Prefident beyond the fecond 
year of Doctor Coſens his time. | ; 

Now that this man who is apparently of no uſe-to the Colledge, 
whoſe ſervant he ſhould be by. the conftication, but reſides at London 
afar off, making ule of che Colledge” onely as a prey ; and histicle 
onely as a hook to draw power and profit to himlelt , knowing little 
but by hearſay of the luſiciency or inſufficiency , good ori!l behayi- 
our of each member of the Colledge, ſhould be thought fit rohave 
a power ſuperior to the Society , who to their great charge reſide up- 
on the place , and bear the whole burden , '*is a thing beyond the 
comprehenſion of a vilgar underftanding. 

] hve now done with all my motives. 

As to the Prayer of the Petition : having ſo amply expreſs'd my 

mindin it, I need not add much by way of Expofitioa or Apology. 
Onely this : | 

'Tis not, as fome may perhaps ſuggelt, a fancic or new Model of 
my own brain, bur *tis a Model approy'd of in a parallel cafe by the 
, reaſon of the whole Nations Repreſentative. It concerns every mem= 
ber of this kenourableAfſembly more then my felt.ro make it good, 
for 'tis nothing elſe from point to point, bur a Series of ſtich particu- 
lars as the witdom of the whole Parliament judg'd neceſ{ary for the 
circumſtantiating thatfreedom which the City of Lonaon were de- 
barr'd of thorough the hike want of proviſion in theic Law : change 


bas the name of London for Peter-honſe , ten of their numerous 
Fol Common- 
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. thelame with that A&tof Parliament. 


Bd 3s | 
otr-Councel fortwe.of our feaven Seniors ,! anet their [at any” 
time] for our within, 4$ hours, ,and this draught will proye wholly 


for taking ay that hurtful 


. Nox;could le have been well defired 


. Prerogative Idiſpuce againſt, which is nor the bare name of a nega- 
. tive, yoice,but.the ſubſtance, viz.that, ſupremacy of power,which our 7 


chief Officer claims aboye the whole or major part of the Commn- 

nity, which is of a Complex'nature, and conſiſts of -theſe three pow- 

ers;-vi, Of. calling of meetings.' « 2+ Of propoſing of ur Sa 

3- Of. ating: the reſults of thoſe meetings. Any one of which three 
powers remaining in-the chief Officer, makes him as abſolute as if in- 

velted with-all three; and therefore the Parliament ſaw. well in the Ci- 
ty,ob Londons calc, that forthe remoyal of chat gieat evil, an eſta- 

bliſhmeng of all theſe particulars was of abſolute necffiry. 

- For-toxeturn to our former parallel , grant but to our onte-chief 
Officer-of State the ſole power of calling Parliaments , and binding 
them. up to thoſe queſtions onely which Fe ſhall think fit ro-propoſe, 
hee''not.much defire: or ſtand 1n need of a negative yoice, lecing he 
is able. by either of thoſe rwo former powers, 'to cruſh ia the egg any. 
motion which he ſuſpeQts may inthe leaft infringe his prerogative, or 
other:corruptions. - . "YO | | 

"_ Soinurlefler Commonwealth, though you ſhould grant or de- 
clare in, general terms that the Maſter ſhall have no negative. voice, 
and leaye him but this power (for want of proyifion ro the contrary) 


* thatby dchy of a when moſt neceſſary, or by making him- 


ſelf judge” of that neceſlity , or in thoſe meetings byefufing ſuch 
queſtions as he likes not , he can keep us from ever coming to a 
voicing, or if after voicing he mY refule or delay to a&t our determi- 
nations , and yet neither he liable to a.ſufficient penalty for any of 
thoſe refuſals, nor we through the defeR in our Statute inabled to 
meet, debate,or a any thing without him, heis an abſolureMonarch, 
and has a moſt firm poſſeſſion of a negative in reality, bowever de- 
nycd him in words. And for this reaſon it was that I haye been fo 
bold in the prayer of my petitions to be ſo punCually particular. 
Now if any man object that theſe things granted would be a 
cauſe of much tumult , and faQtioug diſorders in our Colledge: 1 


" anſwers. The experience of the ſame in the City of London ſhows 


the quite. contrary., where 'ris apparent nothing bur the ſweeteſt 
firearns of unity,tr, —_—ToC E ; 
Ore 9 | Mn Be. 


: 


in of. conteniti rion amongſt men 

then b pads Frm aſſign'd to each 
raan or bodies proprietie ; which; made the wiſe Law-giver Aoſes to | 
denounce ſuch a fearful curſe pon the remover of Land-marks, and 
religious Nam to. place. 7 ermiy py OH of be mdaries among 
tys pyinc! Weis pod ro eps { him thn Temple, aA remember, 


nt eynng rok 4 deer coqcerns Maſters and Preſidents ab- 


ng ris pee poo retre that in AQtfor Londoy,, 

bar wi, oviſo y tothe preſent, cofi> 

an of our Cold which ach vir in great aced of it, 
thapies of.ous Cot of iderable conſequence, 


" Bag befides that the, making of ſome ſuch proviſion is thin 
melt apreceble to on: radders i al, who laysexpreſ the Cole 


ledge quld not 5 defenjores. of or refberercarere, 1 ayayd 
ate. this propoſal. ONT ts eaſe andthe onye=. 
niencez foras I told' you Maſter being almoſt PIO 


opted and having power "by Stazute to make Prefident whom 

es: (which prefidenc. is charg'd with the whole, burden of his 

©). ic will of, happen.thar this Preſident myſt enher oy 
anuch peejucke in, ſoine affairs of .his.own: xe 

hore >, or the, Colledge ſuffer much OR for want amp 

Ps ro.28t as a living bod incaſes of emergent need, For that 

ſhould be packeted up te. Lowdon to a man 


5 Fringhre i hiv rela and looking ia afar;oft , or that, the 


&.ſhould, be we. ow the ſpirit lent from 
| 29/> isa thing diſfagreeable by commer: equitys 
contradifhon to our Founders declared, will. 
AMI havero Gay further, . is; that in this draught of my Petition, 
diſpleaſing to ow Reverend Maſter, 1 have had no ayms at 


noplen further 9k a 4 eflny to face our free- 
kl Ban hay wo pogpations If Thave here- 
. Inprejudig'd any, "tis rather the » by allowing the Makter {9 

mach ,as ap. affirmative yoice', . which me of ma areaf opinion that 


Ter if well underſtood, he cannor lay claim to. Bur be- 
irous ih this matter to walk in an indifferent way, giying orb 
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 Þet7: particular. gy_ in" which. 4kt:juAgewont belongs mot to 


the whole Society ;* but exther tothe Maſfer aud:y  or-6: Sentoxs, 
dr to the Maſter and Deans alone ntd't bit ty aff cafes whereik the 


Maſter aid Deas: ate folely truſted, brig many of them caſes of 
$2948 conrrrumentsohe Maſter bad by gn imerpegtat ion made (4 
-«: Biſhop. of the betmiixt otic 414 110 hundred, years, after the 


foundat iow, a Negatrve voice confer'd upon him, which bhomeycr 
vt, ofthis 
Nation in form of ,4 Commonwealth ,. and much prejudicial to 
the good and welfare of the-whole Colledge:: TS. 


. "3 Jy 


6 HD 2; 2 00 fLE hou Shots gd a BCD +14 obo hed] 
.  Towy Petitioner doth further pray that the v; egttive, ugiee of 


. one man in all or Aſſemblies may be taken away root and 
branth, and that in all Elefions and couſultations what ſoe- 


-114 - ver. of thy Maſteriwith rhe Fellows, Sexiors , Deans, Rur- 
3-1 1 ſers.27- any other», the determination of the mayor part.cof 


: * thoſe who hve vaicerin that Elettion,or conſultation, may 
'. be acquieſced 1,45 the Alt of that Aſſembly... | 


And your Petitioner, with thewhole Colledge; ſhall 
cvcr prays Gee & om 


This laft clauſe.and Petition concerning the Maſtec andDeans wete, 
though here inſcrred, yer forgotcen to be delivered tothe Commirree. 
| My Argument ended, the-Maſter made a long; reply, the punQual 
repetinorof which I muſt leave ro his.own: memory-and pen: (Tr 
rouch'd nothing apon- any material point 'of my. Argument , - But 


*Wis rather a deſcant upon my Petition , -with ſome recruninations 


confilting to my beſt remembrance of theie heads. 
#f be bad aflam'd no power that was not bis own by Statute 2; as was the 
«4Hing of meecings, Cc. 3:5 8 That 
» | S 
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Ghar ts ſatin of yp ihe in the Prefidentſhip for l 

was * moſt gromdleſs{caridal; Tr never having hapned alt this feayen 

years above twice that Tknow of} thatmrry (clfwas the Senior Fellow 
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Fl ing in it defirable 

coverouliefs as he>{meaturing others by 

intermed- 


k ng refidence at Londow, and his 
:Prodter with the rexerend Beard ftanding, always at the Commit- 
. 7;&es clbows,. and/being :admitted ( when ay"2 nx hare woe 
: 0 their private debates, and to fpeak.in lome caſes when thoſem 
concern'd cannot come in| to.anſwer , in which by reaſon of 
_ * thoſe veſt difadyantages I have been unlucceſsful, yer I efteem'd both 
Ky expence of time and pains, and the double my Colledgereyenuc 

well imployed in the endeavour. | i 
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(31] 
/. ' That his diſtinion ofthe major part of the whole Society, .and 
thoſe preſent, was a pe empty Sophiſtry, himſelf well knowing, 
1nce our firſt 


' there was never yet- coming to the Colledge (which is 
* now almoſt Teyen years) &full meeting of the whole number of Ma- 
- ter and Fellows , nor can there well be, by reaſon of fickneſs, 
bufineſs,or travel allow'd of by Statute, y occaſioning ſome 
two or three mens abſence ; ſo that if he may be allowed —_—_— 
| — his Negative, he will never want one who ſhall be abſent 
fake. SLES | | 
Beſides, he always efteem'd the major parr of thoſe preſent,though 
-not the whole, vali Society enough to bid the Colledge where him- 
ſelf was preſent and conſenting;an evident fign, 'tis his own onely con- 
- ſent, not the number of thole abſent or prelent he chiefly values. 
© That his accuſation of the Fellows asſlack in coming to mectings, 
except in caſes of Leaſes, &c- was a groundleſs ſcandal, of which 
- fault himſelf was onely guilty, having at thoſe great ſemeſtrian meer- 
ings appointed for reading, and conſidering Statures,been but twice,or 
- at mol{ghrice preſent,during all the time of his Maſterſhip,and parti- 
cularly in the laſt great meeting,to which he ſummon'd all the 7 eng 
- he ſaid not the reading out of one third part of the Statutes ; nor in- 
deed could eyer be got from London to any Colledge-meeting, but 
when his quarterly courſe in preaching, or auditing the Accounts (be- 
ing alwayes ſuſpicious of the denial of his double Diyidend at thoſe 
tines) enforc'd his preſence. 
 Thathe _ been ſometimes, _ there was great i of mee- 
ting, neer a fourtnight together, not calling any meeting till juſt a da 
en two at moſt before his departure, ales himlelt was eas'd, hos 
the Preſident wholly charg'd with the cares of ſuch bufinefles. as 
ſhould haye been then diſpatcht by himlelf. 
- | Thatin meetings it has been obſervably his cultome when he had 
" a mind to diſpatch a bufineſs indeed, to fit him down, and call us for- 
- mally to the table, and to cut out his wotk for the debate with all 
| dexterity and expedition. 
But when a buſineſs was to come on which he lik'& not, thentoler 
* us alone by the fire, or to leave his Chair, and us, to diſpute at ran- 
. © dom, otherwhile to ſpin our the time with ns-in diſcourſes of leffer at- 
' faires ; or if preft to come hometo the main- buſineſs, then.to fall a 
ſhuffling, and cutting, and winding us from the point by ſome non- 
' fignificant , or dividing queſtions, of which Artifices he hath ofc 
* ſhown himfelf a well-skill'd Architect. And 


or his 
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'k munzhe!fi rt place to nr of his own ſence, was: 2 
oreat & WO - but tha ve others the like liberty, i is n App- 


(dogiordy ta. the purpoſe; - our! .Stanite appropriating it ro the 
toaghr ows adyice, it ary ocher-do it but hey it 
- zenders thewhole-yote of the'Society +-meer aullity :- Now. ir's true, 


the Mxſter cxice ar a'meeting; when one excepted agaialt tome lirigi- 
hons of his propdunding aganſtthe fence or the RE: 


i! ſarrs rye would afterwards propound-thole queſtions be had nam'd, 


- EATEFIRBIAES ; 1a rn t,-told the patty, he might 

"_ queſtions himfelt;if he pleaſed, Coltck be knew 

Ten herds thing Wegal Lankroid)fes retus'd ureerly | m;pur- 
_ of his promite:and diy 560 rare them him({clf. ; ; 

view ſeem; but-inconſide- 

:cabſe- branglrs;;" but ro-men of piercing, judgements, aod-well vers/d 


in Pavliamenta ; debates, that {ce day what a King, the Speaker 


"would be, if folely-iorrufted. with this Prerogadve above the Parlia- 
-ment ; and how great a weighr of buſinels, is, oft tura'd: upon; the 
--birge of ;one {mall punchillos j mn n'theRaigg of a queſtion; Heſs things 
r of -bighcoacernment. _ 

very many materials of a much higher nature to charge 


Yer tha 


; bim with, which 'being:provok'd by his challenge; I was then as, I 


rold the. Conmirtee, ready. to protiuce, haying for witneſſes moſt of 
{.che-Rnior Edllows then preſent before them to makethem good, Bur 
- as wvas-jultentring upon that task, a worthy member of che Coim- 
| mittee &d tas a. queſtion to be firſt debared by themſelyes, 
whether they ſhould fingle out the point of Scatuze ro be determined, 
- 4s they ſhould Cc juſt upon weighing the Arguments of bach parties 
-—— ; ar yr e—mgge the exploring we:the 
--praftick ; conf lonel charge. Another Gentleman, ſecong- 
lng kim; propou aneu/50 (rome as [7 to be conlidered: whether t 
- would admit Ira recriminations, which are like to be cndlels: (cach 
yuy Rill deeming_bimlelf _— to reply and ankver at large to 
each 
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tn; a od Gal for one or rather = f(t 

uin propoitgded, Wor! ngly upon the point of Theory. 
This notion the whole Aſſembly feem'd to afſent to 7 according to 
the cuſtome of the Cottnnittee we were commanded to withdraw,and 
the doors }.ur. The produrtt of the private debate was this. * 


April Io, 651. 
Ht the Committee for Reformation of the Univer fie. 
Reſolved, | | 


Thaz a view be taken of the ſeveral Starittes of the Univerſities, an4 the 
Colledges and Halls therein reſpeQively, to rhe end that they may be xedu- 
ced to ſuch a Stare as may render chem moſt conducing to the advance- 


ment of rrue picty, and the intereſt of a Commonwealth, 


Reſolved, 

Thar Mr.Kous, Mr. Martin, Mr. Moyle, Sir Men. Mildmay, Mr. Oldſworth, 
Mr:Thamas Chaloner, Mr. Fames Chaloner, Mr.Palmer, Mr. R. Darl.y,Mr.Lave, 
Mr. Nevill, be a Sub-Commairtee for this purpoſe, and that any three or 
more of chem do meet and conſider thereof, and make Report to this Com- 
mirree from time to time cancern'ng the ſame, as there ſhall be cauſe : :nd 
the caxe of this buſineſs is ſpecially referred to Mr. Oldſworth. 

n purſuance of which xelolve, ſome of choſe Gentlemen Members of this 
ommirtee have fince met, and paſt this following Order. 


April 24, 16571. 
At te Sub-Committee for viewing the Statutes of the Varverfebns- 


THe Parliament having reſolved a thorow Reformation of the Univerhities, 

'and rhe Commirree appoinred for that purpoſe in Order thereunto ha-: 
ving taken the ſame into eonfidetation, do hereby defire and require the re- 
= ive Heads of Colledges, and thoſe Fellows that are intereſted in the 

overnmenrt thereof for the rime being, to ſend up to this Commirree true 
——_—_—— the Srarures of the ſaid Colledpes, examined aud arreſted un - 
der their hazids reſpettively; and they do ſpecially recommend it ro rhe care 
ef the ſaid' Heads, Governours,and Officers, to confider what Statutes or 
afy parcies thereof are prejudicizl ro Religion, Learning, good Manners, os 
che Sreſbne Government ; and further, whether rhere be any defeRs inthe 
fame,-and'to propoſe their opinions concerning rhe ſupplying of the ſaid 
g_ and thar they give an account of the reccipt hereof forthwith, and 
© ei further proceedings  concerning- the ſame with all - convenient 
La Fames Chaloner, F. Rags; M. Oldſwarth. 
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The private buſineſs wpon which at Doftor Seaman's AMotion the . 
. grand Petition was at frſt laid afidethough indeed it ne- 
*... 1, thing,cokcerned it, yet i a tory. worth the reading, 


. 


- 1. andtherefare take it «s follows. 


WE had a Fellowſhip in our Colledge kept vacant for many years, as the 
Maſter prerended for che Colledge neceffities, bur as the Fellows well 
know, tor the of his double Dividend ; this Fellowſhip 6ne Sr. 
Conyers Scholar of our Colledge obſerving the Commirtee had betore in a 
rallel caſe. taken the diſpolal of ſuch dormant vacancies into their own 

_ nannds, petjtion'd to have confer'd upon upon him; whereupon the Com- 
; ordered-the Maſter and Seniors, or any tw of them, to certifie the 
rrue ſtate'of the caſe; which Order, being read ar a publike meeting, the 


Maſter was very urgent with the Society to certifie ir as kept void tor the 
Colledg ties; which the Fellows as not agreeable to truth, generally 


" refuſed to do.;, ſo the Maſter, (and one of the Sociery concurring with him 


i far) made oncly this general retutn, rthatir had ever fince our coming 16 
the erpors. Agar kepr vacant, bur for juſt reafons. But the Maſter alone 
makes an return, ſpecifying ſome particular reaſons, as namely a debr of 
above one mg rp unds owing to him by the Colledge. Upon which Al- 
"_p—_ he made a large deſcant before the Commitree; which ended, 
t in ſobiſe exceprions in writing, dereting ſomewhat of his fraudulenc 
dealing with Colledge,and furchet added ſome inlargements asI remem- 
ber to this effe&. ef? 
I. That the Fellowſhip had not been kept vacant by any publike vore, 
nor for thoſe reaſons he produc'd. * ** 
2. As-to the debr, that once in a meeting, knowing our ſtock. behind 
nd, and we in an incapacity of disburſing wg hy preſs*d hard upon us 
for tliis:debr, and cook the adyanege to ſay; that it we did nor preſently 
pay; or::clear him of it, he would bs 06 earys if he pleas'd, to diſpoſe of 
the-Lands as himſelf hould think! good. And being aniwered, that rhe pre- 
ſent Revenue of the Land would- neer amount to the 7 of moderate 
Intereſt for his money, and that for his ſecurity he (ſhould have the Colledge- 
Seal, upon which one of the Socicty had formerly lenc the Colledge a hun- 
dred pounds ; 'he flighted all, and nothing; would content him, but cirher 
the money:;preſently, or ſome of our particular Bonds, or the Lang to be ac 
his owndiſpoſe. So we being in this ſtrair, my {eF ,to give ſome breaches 
tane to the buſineſs, preſently offered _ moe ſecurity, vix, the Co 
ledge-Seal, whichthe Maſter had ſo unbeccmingly flighred, to lend rhe Col- 
Tag yas fans moneths, till we mighr ink of ſome better way ; 
ad another, (I think 'twas Mr,.Quarles) ſeconding me, offercd the loan of 
forty pounds; which ninery pounds, rogether with another income then men- 
eons would make up the whole debr. Bur rhe. Maſter ſecing his prerence 
of ſce:fing the Land = himſelf thus defeated, neither accepted our offer, nor 


' ſpoke maxe of the buſineſs at that rime. 


And 


(35) 


And further, that this debt he now mentions as a plea for keeping 
void this Fellowſhip, was a meer prerence made ule of for by-ends, 
might hence appear. - That he had formerly in a Colledg-meeting 
twicted us again with this debt as a plea for keeping void another 
Fellowſhip againſt our common Conſent, yet gave way to his own 
man to defeat the Colledg of that Fellowſhip, not once appearing 
(though acquainted with his mans intentions) by Petition or other- 


wiſe in behalf of the Colledg right, which to have done was both * $**two Ler- 


the duty of his pſace, and his ſolemn promiſe before the Society, as 
many can * witneſs, 

3'y. That the Biſhop of E/y himſelf,” in whoſe power the Com- 
mittee was to a as to this caſe, could not by our ſtatute give way to 
the keeping vacant any Fellowſhip without the defire and Coun- 
ſell of the Maſter and major part of the Fellowes ; but here there 
appeared no defire of ſo much as one of the Fellowes to' have it 
kept longer vacant- But the Maſter did it alone of his own head, 
contrary to the ſenſe of the major part of the Society, and contra- 
ry to our expreſſe ſtatute, which ſayes the Maſter ſhould not hea- 
dily rely upon his own wiſdome, bur ſtand to the diſcretion of the 
major part. 

To theſe things the Maſter having replied what he thought fit, we 
were commanded to withdraw, and the Committee being, it ſeems, 
ſenſible that the Fellowſhip being void by death was not theirs, bur 
the Colledges right to diſpoſe of, made this following Order. 


March the 27. 1651. 
eAt the Comittee for Reformation of the Univerſities, 

Upon Reading the Petition of Mr. Tobias Conyers Bachelor of 
Arts and Scholer of Peter how/e in the Univerſity of Cambriage, toge- 
ther with the teſtimonials of him hereunto annex'd, and likewiſe 
the return of the Maſter,and one of the Fellows of the faid Colledg, 
concerning the vacancy of Mr, Hanſcombs Fellowſhip, and upon 
hearing DoRor Seaman and MF. Hortham before the Commitrree ; It 
is Ordered upon debate of the matter, that the Maſter, or Preſident 
and Fellowes of the ſaid Colledg, do forthwith proceed to eleQtion 
of a godly and learned Perſon into the place of the ſaid M*. Hayſ- 
comb, andthat they give an accompt thereof to this Committee on 
this day fortnight. James Chaloner. 
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(36) 
The Colledg having received this Order, proceeded according to 
their uſuall form within eight daies, unto an eleFion. The reſult 
of which was the eleQion of S. {onyers into the faid vacancy ; to 
which eleQion the Prefident,- and all the Fellowes were conſentin 
excepting only three juniors brought in lately by the Maſters intere 
at London,and who infleed according to ous Colledg ſtarutes being 
it their ſtate of minority, and not out of their year of probation, 
ſhould have had no voices in the eletion ; yet theſe three not agree- 
ing, neither, in any one man for a competitor. 
The reaſons moving the Society to the eleRion of S* Conyers, were 
theſe. | | 
Firſt he was one in a ſpeciall manner defign'd out to us for that 
preferment by our Colledg ſtatute both in regard of poverty ,a thing 
erally favoured in al ſtatutes,and likewiſe in regard of his Coun- 
try, our ſtatute allowing two Fellowſhips for each County, and buc 
one of them ſupplied with men of his qualification, and this Fellow- 
ſhip belonging to the Northern diviſion, which we were bound in the 
feſs place to ſee ſupplied. 
2y, ' Our ſtatute commands us to chuſe the ableſt man we know 
of or can find out. Now S*. Conyers was known to be one of the 
ateſt eminency for learning and parts in our whole Colledg, in- 
much, that though we had a generall order made ſome years ago 
for examination ofſuch as ſhould ſtand for Fellowſhips, yet was it u- 
nanimouſly agreed even by thoſe that difſented from the eletion, 
that they were all ſo well ſatisfied of his learning and ſufficiency, as 
an the former order for examination might well be ſuſpended 
For that time, except ſome man ſhould declare to the Preſident his 
mtent to ſtand as a Competitor againſt him, in which caſe there 
ſhould be an examination; but no man adventured upon the triall. 

_ | 3v. He was well known to us for the general! courſe of his life to 
be'one of 2 pious and vertuous converſation ; Excepting onely that 
once growing a little elated by a ſudden ER_ and falling ac- 

ainted with a malignant, he began to be a little ſednced, in which 
time, (which was about two years ago,) *twas his ill hap to be in 
the company of ſome Rakells of another Colledg, who drank the 
Kings health, and he with them : But for this fault with ſome con- 
curring circumſtances, he did then receive moſt ſevere puniſhment 
every way anſwerable, if not greater then the offence. And for 
the 


| 
| 
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« 
the malignant diſtemper, that held him not above two months; he 
was by his tutors and fathers Counſells ſoon reclaimed from it: and 
as his life had been before this one unhappy miſdemeanor, ſo was it 
all the time of his abode in the Colledg after, which was for above 
a year, exemplarily pious and vertuous. And he had both to his 
Tutor,and to ſome honeſt Scholers of his acquaintance given that full 
evidence of his change of mind both in reference to piety, and good 
affection to the State (which he had likewiſe evidenced by that or- 
dinary way of taking the Engagement) that there could nor be now 
left any ſcruple in any rational man's breſt concerning either his pie- 
ty or good affetion to the Common wealth. Beſides all this, he had 
2a moſt ample teſtimony both of his piety and good affeRtion to the 
State, ſuch as is not ordinarily given to any man, from ſome god- 
ly and well affeted Gentlemen and Miniſters in Norfolke, where 
he had lived the laſt year of his diſcontinuance from the Col 


ledge. 


he was ſaid to hold, but neither did the Maſter, nor any one of the 
Society, even of thoſe that deflented from the eletion, lay any 
thing publickly to his charge, and the utmoſt that any of us could 
heare, ſo much as by rumour, was only of ſome innocuous, though 
unwary expreſſions uttered once at a hudling diſpute in the Schools, 
and at an after-ſupper diſcourſe at one of the Sophiſters feaſts ; 
at which times -all men know how ordinary it is, and how inof- 
fenſive to maintain by way of diſpute the greateſt Paradoxes. 

4. The order for eleion being made upon his petition, and ſent 
down to us, with our owne and the Norfolk teſtimoniall annex'd, 
we? look'd at him as one: recommended to us by the Committee, 
as the godly and learned perſonintended (though in tenderneſs to 
the liberty of our election, not nominated ) by their order. This 
ele&ion thus made, upon thoſe ſolid reaſons, with a full accompt of 
all our proceedings init, we did according to order make a return 
of to the Committee, not for confirmation, for the eleftion (which, 
being every way full and legall, needed it not) but onely to ſhow, 
that in obedience to their order, the Fellowſhip was forthwith ſup- 


plied by eleRtion. 
G 2 Te 


Some buzzings there were of ſome Heterodoxe opinions which 
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The form of our returne to the Committee containing the whole 
: proceedings of our elettion, was as followes : « 


Ra To the honourable CG owmirtee for Reformation of the Univerſities. 


| there hath been ſent to the Colledge an order from 

& \/ V - this honourable Commitee dated March 27. 1651. re- 
quiring.the Maſter ior Preſident and Fellowes of Peterhouſe in Cam- 
race forthwith to proceed toreleRtion of zgodly and: learned per- 
ſon may Be ©” Hanſcihmb , and to give:this honourable 
Committee an account thereofon this day, thele are humbly to cer- 

- -tifie; that in obedience to the faid order, Tobias (Conyers Bachelor 'of 
- Arts,& Scholar ofthe. houſe of our Colledge, being one generally wel 

| of amongſt us for his piety, learning and good affeRion 
; mmon-wealrh,:: was in afull _— of the Preſident and 
. Fellowes > Tony and admitted into the faid Fellowſhip, yr wo to 
t 


ele 


norefully appear. - 
11:65 »1-10 yr; 3Þ0l 11%) 4 +41 We) < 
tagoh” | . Marchthe 21.1651. 
21001» At the Committee for Reformation of rhe Univerſities. 
7 IT. | 
LF readingithe | Petition of M" 7 ob545 Conyers Bachelor of 
Arts:and Scholar of Pererhouſe in the Univerſity of Cambride, 

with che Teſtimonialls of him hereunto arinex*d; and like- 
- wiſe the return of the Maſter, and one of the Fellows - of 'the faid 
Celledge, concerning the vacancy of M..  Hanſcombs Fellowſhip, and 
--- BpoR hearing DoRor Seaman and M*.Hotham before this Commit- 
tee; It jsgrdered upon debate of the matter, - that the Maſter or 
Prefident and Fellowes of the faid Colledge do forthwith proceed 
toeleion of a-godly and-learned perſon into the place of the faid 
M-. Hanſcomb, and that they give an account hereof to this Commir- 
tee an this day fortnight. | 
TT 1 Taber | Zames Chaloner. 


| as March 29. 1651. | 
| agrees; the Preſident and Fellowes then preſent, that in obedi- 
efies to the order from the Committee for Reformation of the Uni- 
| yerlities 
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verſities dated March 27. 1651, this day be the firſt day of moni- 
tion according to the ſtatute about eleQion. 


According to which agreement the firſt moni- Robert Quarles Preſident. 
tion for an ele&ion was publiſh'd the day Fames (larke Dec.ſen.dep. 
and year aboye written by me Edward Sam's Dec.jun. 

Robert Quarles Preſident. 


April. 3. 1651. 

Agreed by the Preſident and Fellowes then preſent, unanimouſly, 
that foraſmuch as they are all well ſatisfied concerning the learning 
and ſufficiency of Sir Conyers, there is no need of publick examina- 
tion of him in reference to the eleftion, and that therefore it be at 
this time omitted; yet with this proviſo, that if notice be given to 
the Preſident of any that will ſtand in competition.-with him, there 
ſhall be a publick examination of all the candidates upon Friday and 
Saturday, according to a former order of the Socety, dated 7uly r5. 
1646, that ſo the moſt worthy perſons may. be elected. 

hi Robert ®muarles Preſident. 
fames Clarke Dec.ſen. 
Charles Mildmay Dec,jun. 
April 5. 1651. | 

The ſecond monition in reference to an eleion into the place of 
Mr. Hanſcomb, was publiſh'd in full meeting according to the ſtatute 
and cuſtome of qur Coledge by me | 
. Robert uarles Preſident. 
Preſentibus Sociis 


John Francims. Francis Brock Fam es Goodall 

Charles Hotham Edward Sam's T homas Church 

James Clarke Charles Mildmay Ralph Heywood 
William Sam's. 


TheeleRion preſently followed according to the ſchedule hereun- 
to annexed pagina [equents. 


This is a true extraR out of the Ro. Luarles Pref. 
Colledg Diary,which with the fol-/ 7a. Clarke ſen. 
- lowing Schedule is a full account >1ra teſfammny Dec. 
of our whole proceedings concer-G Ch. Mildma 
ning the aforeſaid eleRion, Dec. jun. 


Aprilts 


; _ t#?) | 
©  Aprils 5, Anno Don, 1651, 
Conventus Przfidis 8 Sociorum. Collegii $i Petri Contaby. pro 
Eleffione novi Sociiin ftocum Magiſtri Ha»ſcomb nunc vacan- 
tem, otiduo poſt primam monitionem interpoſito. 


> Go Johannes Francius eligo Tobiam Conyers Eboracenſem, in 
= Artibus Baccalawreum, un locum Magiſtri Hanſcomb ſuprads- 


Hum ; ſed in annum probationss tantiom. | 

 Ege Garalas Hodhym e/iga Tobiam Conyers Eboracenſem in Ar- 
tb Baccalaureum, w locum ſupradittum ; 1dg, in annum probation 
tantiom) 4 


Ego Thomas Church e/;go Gulielmum Stavely Leiceſtrienſem in 
Artibus Baccalunreum in cum ſupradittum ; 14g, in annum probati- 
ons tantiom. 

_ Exo Radulphus Heywood eligo Gulielmum Stavely Leicefrien- 
ſem"in Artibus Baccalaureum in locum ſupradiftam ; idg, in annum 
probatianis tant um. | 
"2 Ego Gulielmus Sam's e/igo Tobiam Conyers Eboracenſem in Ar- 
tibus Raccalavreum in locum [upradittum.; 14g, in annum probationts 

"go Robertus Quarles Preſes hayus.{, ollegii, eligo,) & eletum 4 
majors, parte Sociorum pronuncio Tobiam Conyers Eboracenſem in 
Artibus Baccalaurenm in locum Matthzi Hanſcomb ſupradiftum, in 
annum probationts tant um. 

Formula 
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Formula admiſſionis eodem die poſt letionem ſtatutorum 
& juramenti przſtationem, 

Anthoritate mihi commiſſa, Ego Robertus Quarles Praſes hwjus 
Coltegis, Admitto te Tobiam Conyers in Socinm hnjus (ollegii, ex 
antiqua fundatione, ad annum probationss & convittum. 

Robert Quarles Preſes Collegiz. 


Vera Copia,& concordat cum Originali. 
Robertus Puarles Prezfes, 


Ira teſtamur, 4 Fe. Clarke len. Dec, 
Cha. Mildmay Dec. jun, 


But the Maſter, who would neither according to his duty come 
down to be preſent atthe Ele&ion, nor fo far own the Colledg, 
whoſe Rights he is by the fundamenrall Statute to be a Patron of, 
as to acquaint us with any exceptions he had againſt the perſon in 
view : (onely as we hear, he ſent ſome private Letters to the Preſi- 
dent (without any communication to the Society, that Sir Conyers 
might not be eleted ; rogerber with ſome other private inſtruQions 
to a creature or two of his own) like an enemy, rather then Maſter 
of the Colledg, comes to accuſe the perſon eleRed, bringing with 
him one of his own creatures, who being preſent at the EleRion, 
would not before the Society produce any exception againſt Sir Co- 
zyers, but ir ſeems, according to the Maſters inſtructions, reſerved 
them to be produc'd as a ſcandall to the Colledg (who were the E- 
leftors) before the Committee. 

The Maſters exceptions were much to the ſame effe& with thoſe 
before mentioned. 

Firſt, that he had been a malignant, and had drunk the Kin 
health upon his knees, and for theſe miſdemeanors had been pub- 
lickly correRed, and was ſent away into the Country by his Tutor as 
incotrigible. 

2. That he had been guilty of hereſie and blaſphemy, and upon 
that Accompt was refuſed at St. Zohxs Colledg, where he once ſtood 


for a Fellowſhip. e vn 


In anſwer to which, I being his Tutor, made before the Committee 
this ſummary relation of his life. 
That he being recomended to me by his father,a godly Miniſter in 


York-ſbire, and one who had ſuffered much for the Parliament, I 
took 
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took him at his firſt . admiſſign into the Colledge about the 
age. of ſixteen years to be -my- poor ſcholer ,- in which ſervice 
fie demeaning himſelf with- all faithfulneſs and diligence , 
and® ſhewing” himſetfe' in” the quicke' apprehenſion of ' whac 

', ever 'was laid | before him ,+ one of © extraordinary parts and 
-” ÞAnduftry, that his further proficiency might not be hindred by thoſe 
| neceſſary diverſions of ſervice, 1 deſired to promote him to the degree 
. of a Penſioner; in which way he being not able to maintain himſelf 

-- without ſome concurrent helps, I was a futer to the Maſter to con- 
fer upon him the Chappel Clerks place then vacant. The Maſter, as 

I w#Ftold by a third perſon, who made the motion to him, was wil- 
lingto it, if I would have truck'd with him ; 5. 2. if I would have re- 

ceived one of his recommendation to be my poor Scholer in his place; 

bac-T being otherwiſe engaged, could not do. it, and ſo could-not 

- * obtain'the Maſters conſent; yet was diſmiſs'd- with this intimation 

| of hopes; That there would be ere long more vacancies of theſe pla- 

P ces;.'which felt out.accordingly ; but he whom I had ſpoke for was 

*- never the neerer ; for ſtil| one or other was promoted before him. 

' - © - Whichobſerving,Itook my opportunity. upon a-vacancy that hap- 

ned, t6 repreſent the caſeto the Preſident-& Deans,who convinc'd of 

the'poor lads deſervings, eleed him: without the: Maſters concur- 

rence. "This the Maſter reſented fo deeply, - as athis return he did 

as T:have. been certainly informed) - call the Preſident (a man of 
Nore ing and worth _ then” humſelfe)' by ſach a foul name, as I 
ati aſhamed to mention.- ' And in paſſion'would,” had not 1 with- 
ſtood him, under pretence of tranſlation,. have thruſt chis 'poor 

youth 'out of his place of- eight or nine pounds a year, ' into a 

poor place of three or four pounds a year ; and has ever ſince that 

time born him an implacable malice. hid fy ile 

' - The poor! youth being ſomething elated with this ſudden promo-' 

: tion, began alitcle to-lay - himſelf 'open to temptation, and as was 

before related, through the ſeducement of a malignant ,- whom he 

fell acquainted with,was ſomthing infected, and bychance a Rakell 
of. Pembroke-Hall coming into our, Butteries, and beginning the 

Kings health, *twas his unhappineſs of ſome other {1mple. lads 

there preſent, who were no malignants) to pledg it, yet not: upon 

his knees;as was alledged : hearing of this,] ſent-for him,and finding 

the original of this dilteinper to proceed from a chamber-fellow wirh 

 _ whomwithont mypiivity he: had aſſociated himſelf, 1 aa >" 
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ded him back to his former chamber, but he refuſing, that the ex- 
ampl2 of his miſdemeanor and diſobedience might not further infect 
the Colledg by his impunity, 1 corrected him publickly before 
two or three of the ſcholers in my chamber; and becauſe I conceived 
a fathers admonitions mighe be moſt powerfull with him, I ſent him 
down to the Country with letters-to his father, informing him how 
the caſe ſtood, that if a reall reformation ſhould appear in him, he 
ſhowid be welcome to ;me again ; if not, that be muſt diſpoſe of him 
ſome other where, for TI would own none ſuch as he was 1n that pre- 
ſentcondition:ſo after ſome reaſonable ſtay in the Country, his father 
returned him up to me again, as a reformed man, of which'he gave 
devidence by a whole years pious & religious converſation. And 
ides, better to ſatisfie my ſelf, I enquired concerning him of ſome 
honeſt and religious lads, whom I durſt cruſt, who profeſſed to me; 
thathe bad divers times in their hearing teſtified his great ſorrow for 
his former miſcarriages; and that to them he then appeared,aſmuch 
as could be, of a truly pious diſpofition. Hereupon the youth having 
taken his degree of Bachelor of Arts, I began to look out for ſome 
pteferment for him,and knowing the Maſters malice to him was fuch 
as *ewis impoſhble without higher conteſts then I was willing to 
engage in, to prefer him' in our own Colledg, and hearing of a 
way open in F. 7ohns Colledg, I made a ſute to ſome of that Colledg 
in his behalf, acquainting them fully with che worſt of this 
which the Maſter now objeQs, and received from them good en- 

couragement. 1 
But the day/before their fitting I received a note from one of the 
Fellowes there, ofa report they had heard of ſome Arminian tenent 


Which he had maintained in the Schools, whereupon I ſent for SV. . 


Conyers, and charg'd him with it. ; -chid him for that he had, con- 
trary to my counſells,troubled his head in his unriper years with the 
ſtudy of the contentious part of Divinity, yet withall charg'd him 
with all ſeverity that whatſoever opinion though never ſo heterodox, 
he was poſſeſſed of in his judgment, he ſhould not deny it for any 
wordly preferment; bur if thoſe things which he was ſaid to have dif- 
puted forin the ſchools were not his judgment, he ſhould then expoſe 
himſelf to examination to clear himſelf of thoſe aſperſions: his anſwer 
to me was,that he had not maintain'd any thing that way as his judg- 
ment, and that he doubted not of giving fatisfaQion in any reaſona- 


ble way that could be expeRted ; Whereupon I writ to SY. Fobns 
, H C ol- 
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Colledg; that 1 wondered any thing uttered by /way of diſpute in 
thoſe tumultuary vehtations, hers be eſteemed an argument of 
a-mans judgment, and that Sir Comers was ready to give fatisfaRtion 
to-ought could bealledged againſt him : BucI was anſwered,. that 
the time of eletion - now come, the ſuſpicion that was con» 
ceived of him-could noe :be removed in ſuch an inſtant, and that 
therefore it was better to farbear Gizing, which counſel of his was 
accordingly followed. | 


ng mandeſtizyte of maintigance, was not able to 
in the Colledg, but retired toa poor employment 
into Norfolke, where he has liy'd neer the ſpace of a whole yeare ; 
ing which time,what his behaviour hath beea, and whar opiniog 
the religious and well affected ofthat place have of him, this teſti- 
Gong. nie# well known to ſome members of this Committee, 

ich I defire may be rehearſed before you, will make it appear. 


Theſe are to certifie all whom it may concern,that M* T obias Cony- 
ers now reſident in Hapton,hath,d ing his abode here, been blame- 
te&in his life and converſation, uſefull in teaching of children, and 
- painfull and: induftrious in his calling and ſtudies : And that from 
time to time he hath ſhewed affecions to the preſent Govern- 
and ſetlement of the Common wealth ; and hath been de- 


he hath had opportunity ; declaring much love to thetruth, pre- 
ferring the ſociety of the godly, and turning from ſuch as 
are otherwiſe minded : All which things, we whoſe names are 
underwritten do very freely - and heartily teſtifie this 11 .of 
February 1650. | 


Fohn Reymes. 

EdwardW aile Paſtor of the Church at Haptor. 
N athaneel Brewſter Miniſter of Neatſhead 
HMichgel Whitefoot. 


; So you ſee the man was no original malignant,nor was he ever any 
Erunkard,or otherwiſe ſcandalous perſon, but only for a ſhort time ſe- 
duced, and quickly cured of his liſte 


per: as fora ſcandall which 
*twas 
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"eas his unhappineſs to fall into, he received then condigne pu- 
niſhment, & therefore ought not to'be punithed again for the ſame, ? 
eſpecially his life both before and after being exemplarily vertuous; i 
and beſides, having — upon the firſt coming out of the AR [4 
4 "i 


of Parliament for that purpoſe ſubſcribed the engagement,which in P 1 
other caſes has been adjudged alone ſufficient to qualifie a man for M 


3 

keeping his old, or acquiring new preferment. & 
As for Blaſphemy, *cis by the Maſter only alledged, not proved ; 'f ] 
nor do I beleeve he was ever guilty of itin the leaſt But with E- Pb 
piſcopall ſpirits every petty difference in opinion is a capitall crime : A 
and not to ſay Amen (though without underſtanding) to each ar- vol 


ticle of their voluminous Creed, is blaſphemy againſt the Holy | 

Ghoſt. They not conſidering, that the paſſage of religious ſpirits 4 

is, as through many tribulations into the Kingdom of God, ſo F- | 

through many errours into the true knowledg of God. 4 
Beſides, it might have been conſidered, that his eletion was only "I 

as Probationer,during which time, being a whole year,hewas to ſtand "ol 

upon his good behaviour,and if in all that time he gave juſt cauſe of þ 

offence, was by our ſtatute to be denied admittance into perpetuity 

of his poſſeſſion. And therefore the danger of him,if there were any, | 

was not confiderable.But that we have one in our Colledg put in by | 1 

this Committee, who ſince the date of this miſdemeanor was ſo ma- 

lignant,as publickly,in the face of al the Colledg aſſembled together, _ i 

to paralell the Parliament for their proceedings with the King, &c. | 

with the Powder treaſon of the Jeſuits and Papiſts, contrived and 

carried on under pretence of Religion. Now this man being 

made Fellow by this Committee, we did notin regard he was 

otherwiſe a man of good deſert, oppoſe our ſelves againſt his admit- 

tance, onely in regard of his late diſaffeRtion, petitioned this Com- 

mitee, that he might according to our ſtatute ſtand upon his good 

behaviour for one year before a finall ſettlement in his place : But 

in this caſe, the Maſter neither regarding the obligation upon him 

by our ſtatute, nor by his engagement to be true and faithfull ro - 

the Common wealth of England, would gigher petition himſelfe,.9/4#* 

nor joyn with us in that petition - whence Wipparant, that the , 
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great object of his diſtaſte here was not the malignancy, but only the 
perſon,now clear enough from that diſeaſe. # 
Laſtly, chough I will not take upon me to enquire into the Mid- c 
den myſteries of a ſuperior power, yer this 1 ſhall ſay, that thar 
H 2 power It 
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Power, which can ejeRt a man out of his legall poſſeſſion for a mit- 
H demeanor of a date of neere two years old, committed and puniſhed 
F- in the dayes of his minority, long before his entrance into that 
4 poſſeſſion, mult ſure be yery tranſcendent, and above that of any, 

cither common Law or Chancery, that I have heard of. 
_ - The Committee havingheard what they thought fic on both ſides, 
we were commanded accordingto-cuſtome to withdraw, and the 
doores to be ſhut. | - 

- What was ſaid pro , or.cox at theprivate debate, the man with 
the great beard only knows. But the reſule was as followeth. 


pr ug _ Apnill. 10. 1651. 
» At the Committee for Reformation of the Univerſities. 
Oraſinuch asir appears to:this Committee, that Tobias Conyers e- 
> . the Fellowes of Peterhox/e into the Fellowſhip of 
Malter Dee. bath been guilcy of ſcandall, and _ 
therefore this Committee adjudpg him unfit for this Fellowſhip. 
_.: Reſolyed,. f 
T bat this Committee will chuſe a-Fellow intsthe place of Mr. Con- 
ets tbis day formnight. 
"One who Was the Maſters Sizar, and who, for , ought that yer 
rs, never ſubſcribed the engagemenc, is now put into this Fel- 
A. ">. Tie ; f® JH! 
Mn ke things I have been inforc'd to publiſhfor viadication of the 
Colledges repute from-thole ſcandals endeayuor'd to be throwne up- 
on it by our unworthy Maſter ; in which ( being little more then a 
bare biftocicall narrative of the proceedings ) I doe not in the leaſt 
take upon meto judg of the honourable Committees ſeverity'in' this 


Eh 
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'- . , . * their cenſurevpon Si Congers, only tomake'it appear;zthat the Pre- {0 
= ſidenratid Fellowes in their choice of him did nothing but what was 
reeable totheir truſt, both as members of the Colledge'and Com- 
on-weatetl 
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A Letter from our Preſident to one of the Society in London,up- 
on occaſion of the Maſters man being made Fellow of our 
Colledze. 


Sir, | 

[| Marvel Maſter Bechey neglected his place in this faſhion, he did. 

For my part,I deſired him much to the contrary.Sir Charch is ad- 
mitted into it; after ſeven dayes (prefixed by the Fellowes) were 
expired. S*. Heywood the under buttler did bring yeſterday mor- 
ning an other order for M'. Majors place ; which we do much 
wonder at, ſeeing D*. Seaman at his laſt being at Cambridg, did 
both give ſeverall ſratutable reaſons why this place ought to be kept 
v6yd: as alſo did promiſe to do his beſt endeavours that it might 
be alſo.Being then,that D'. Seaman and the major part of our Society 
are now at London , I thought good to make a ſtop of & Heywoods 
admiilion for ſeven days, till we hear what your nd is. 1 do 
not know where M*. Ho:ham, MF. Clarke, and MF. Brock have their 
lodgings at Zodon, otherwiſe ] had written to them allo. J have 
acquainted DF. Seaman to the felfeſame purpoſe yeſterday, being 
Tueſday , and the 24. of December, at the receipt of that Order, I] 
ſent my letter unto him with one Gree a Cambrids letter Carrier, 
and delivered the letter my ſelf unto him , upon Taeſday laſt be- 
fore he went. I pray preſent my beſt reſpeRs to your brother Do- 
Aor, and our Society now at Loudon. With the wiſhes of a happy 
new year I reſt ; deliring to here of you this week. 


S'.l am yours, Oc. 1. H. 


Cambridgzin haſte, : 
Januaiy 25. 1650. 


A Letter from one of our Society upoa the ſame occaſion, to ano- 
ther of our Fellowes then in London. 


Sir, 
Wa your departure, there is another Mandamr's come to ſup- 
ply M'. Majors Fellowſhip, S*. Heywood hath got ir.and expects his 
admiſſion daily ; but D', Francis: hath ſent to che Maſter to know? 
his reſolution, as alſo the minds of the Fellows which are in Lo, 
determining to deter his admiſſion til he hath received your artrrers, 
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yd whether *  . Rs from ſuch a 

200, and intrufion, of not. S*, there are a confiderable 

'now.in Zondon, is much concerns you to a& 

umoſt, fiver your ſelf and the Colledg from fo great a 

ent: You may preſs the Maſter with thoſe proteſtarions which 

de: | 0.x Haas _ $-— one — 
with Sr. or whether his vow which ope 

reft, to keep void that Fellowſhip, be conſonant with the o 

n nſtrument to put in his own man. &F, you know the 


manner of his proceedings better then I can inform you, only I 

thonpt inet togne you notice of it, leſt the ſeven days 
bogld be expired before you were acquainted with it. « I have no- 
thing elſe bur my ſervice ms gay mumdy Mr. Hotham, and 
W the Society with you, and to ſubſcribe my ſelf. 


en 


FI Towns, &c. C.M. 
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